
HB 130 

Sponsored by Representative Bob Lawson 


The State Library Commission is asking the legislature to clarify the law 
concerning library federations so that it reflects current practice and is easy to 
understand for all federation members. Major changes in the bill include the following. 

Section 3 

Removes confusing language about systems and networks. The intent of the original 
language may have been to allow libraries to agree to provide joint services. This ability 
is stated elsewhere in the law. 

Eliminates the provision for an election should a federation participant wish to withdraw 
from the federation. The authorization of an election to withdraw is unnecessary as the 
contract specifies the procedure for termination. 

Provides that the federation can contract with other federations, libraries, or the state 
library to provide services. 

Section 4 

Eliminates extrane.ous language regarding joining federations. 

Removes language that provides for a federation tax. No such tax is authorized in any 
other section of law and no local entity taxes for federation support. 

Eliminates a provision that allows the university system to provide joint library service 
with a public library. If the regents and local governments want to pursue joint library 
services other laws allow them to do so. 

Section 5 

Clarifies that the library director or their designee can serve as federation coordinator . . 

Section 6 

Clarifies that federation coordinators must submit an annual plan and one annual report 
to the Commission. 

" 




120 South Last Chance Mall· Helena, Montana 59601 

Phone (406) 447-1690· Fax (406) 447·1687 

January 2, 2001 

Representative Matt Noennig 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59602 

Dear Representative Noennig: 

I am the spokesperson for the Coordinators of Montana's library federations and on 
their behalf I ask your favorable consideration of HB 130. This bill is sponsored by 
Representative Bob Lawson and will be considered by the Local Government 
Committee. 

This bill would amend statutes that govern the administration of Montana's six library 
federations, which are voluntarily associations open to a" Montana's libraries. The 
changes proposed within would clarify and simplify current law thereby helping 
federation coordinators, their advisory boards, and members of federations understand 
and meet the requirements of the law. The changes delete extraneous provisions, 
reflect current practices, and create statutes that are easy to administer. 

The bill's provisions have been explained to the members of the federations at their 
annual fall meetings. I believe that the changes within HB 1380 are desired and· 
supported by all members of the six federations. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~~.~ 
Deborah L. Schlesinger, Spoke person. 
Federation Coordinators 

Cc: 	Representative Bob Lawson 
Karen Strege, Montana State Librarian 



FISCAL NOTE 


Bill #: HB0130 Title: Revising library laws 

Primary 
Sponsor: Bob Lawson Status: As Introduced 

1- \ .. (;1 J ~ 01~~ I 
Sponsor signat e Date Date 

Fiscal Summary 
FY2002 FY2003 

Difference Difference 
Expenditures: 0 0 

Revenue: 0 0 

Net Impact on General Fund Balance: $0 $0 

Yes No Yes No 
X Significant Local Gov. Impact X Technical Concerns 

X Included in the Executive Budget X Significant Long-Term Impacts 

X Dedicated Revenue Form Attached X Family Impact Form Attached 

Fiscal Analysis 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
No fiscal Impact. 
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Unofficial vote tally as initially recorded. For official copy, see the journal. 

Bill: HB 130 Date: Time: 1:36:47 PM 
Vote Number: 017 
Motion: 3RD READING D/PASS 

: Adams, Andersen, Bales, , Barrett, Bixby, Bookout-Reinicke, Branae, D. 
Brown, R. Brown, Brueggeman, Buzzas, Callahan, Carney, C~ancy, E. Clark, P. Clar , 
Curtiss, Cyr, Dale, Davies, Dell, Devlin, Eggers, Erickson, Esp, Fisher, orr 
Gallik, Gallus, Galvin-Halcro, Gillan, Golie, Gutsche, Haines, Harris, , H mme 
Holden, Hurdle, Jackson, Jacobson, , Jent, Juneau, Kasten, Kaufmann, Keane, Lai 
Laslovich, Laszloffy, Lawson, Lee, Lenhart, Lewis, Lindeen, Mangan, Masolo, 
Matthews, McCann, McKenney, Mood, Musgrove, Newman, Noennig, Olson, Pattison, A. 
Peterson, K. Peterson, Price, Raser, Ripley, Rome, Schmidt, Shockley 
Smith, Somerville, Steinbeisser, Thomas, Tramelli, Tropila, Vick, Waddill, Wa 
Walters, Wanzenried, Whitaker, Witt, Wolery, Younkin, Mr. Speaker. 
Total 98 

Noes: None. 
Total 0 

Voted Absentee: Tramelli, 

Excused: Bitney, Fuchs. 
Total 2 

Absent or not voting: None. 
Total 0 

1 of 1 1125/01 1:19 PM 
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57th Legislature HB0130.02 

1 HOUSE BtU NO. 130 

2 INTRODUCED BY B. LAWSON 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION 

4 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO LIBRARIES; CREATING 

6 A NEW CATEGORY OF STATE AID FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES: ALLOWING LIBRARIES RATHER THAN 

7 LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO FORM FEDERATIONS; ELiMI NATING REFERENCES TO LIBRARY NETWORKS; 

8 ELIMINATING THE OPTION OF AN ELECTION FOR AN ENTITY TO WITHDRAW FROM A LIBRARY 

9 FEDERATION; ALLOWING A LIBRARY FEDERATION TO CONTRACT WITH OTHER FEDERATIONS, 

LIBRARIES, OR THE STATE LIBRARY; CLARIFYING PARTICIPATION IN A LIBRARY FEDERATION; 

11 ALLOWING A LIBRARY DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE TO SERVE AS COORDINATOR OF A LIBRARY 

12 FEDERATION AND AS A NONVOTING MEMBER OF A FEDERATION ADVISORY BOARD OF TRUSTEES; 

13 REQUIRING A LIBRARY FEDERATION TO MAKE ANNUAL REPORTS TO THE STATE LIBRARY 

14 COMMISSION ON PROGRESS OF STATE-FUNDED PROJECTS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 22 1 330. 

221 327.22-1-402,22-1-403.22-1-404. AND 22-1-413, MCA." 

16 

17 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

18 

19 Seetion 1. Section 22 1 330. MCA. is 81'1'lendee to read. 

tl22·' 339. Commission RJlelft8king 8tfthefity. TAe eOl'l'll'l'lission I'I'lsy adopt rules and procedures 

21 ffif7 

22 (1) tAe distribution of state aid to !=lublic libraries on al. 

23 f!tt per capita and per square l'I'lile basis; !a!JQ 

24 (b1 l'I'lill value basis as provided in 22 1 327(2); 

(2) issuaRce of state l'I'lultilibrary cards; 

26 (3) reil'l'lbuFSemeRt for interlibrary loan leAding: 

27 (04) distrieutiof! of bBse grBnts provided for in 22 1 331. and 

28 (5) the composit' f .lOA a the library fedefetiDA board of tr 4: .us ees, as proVided iA 22 1 0404." 

29 

Seetion 2. Section 22 1 327. MCA. is amended to read: 

.~gisl!'t;ve
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1 "22·1·327. State aid - per eapita aa per square mile mill Yaltle. ill Tl'le cOffimissioA sl'lall a. 

2 Elist:riBute ~faAts to pUBlic liBraries on a per capita and per square ffiile Basis. 


3 (2) TAe commission sAall distriBute additional graAts to public libraries tAat! 


4 (a) assess tAe maxiffium mill rate allowed by la'll'o'; 


(b) serve eouAties in 'h'hicA the value of 1 mill is below the StBte a'verage; BAd 


6 (e) meet staAdards established by tAe eommissioA." 


7 

B Section 1. Section 22-1-402, MeA, is amended to read: 


9 "22-1-402. library systems federations •• definition. (1) 'Library systeffis must include librBry 


federatioAs or library Aet:l"t'orks, 

11 (2) (a) A library federation is a combination of libraries serving a multicounty, multicity, or 

12 City-county area within a federation area designated by the state library commission. Any other public, 

13 school, special, college. or university library or town, city, or county within the federation area may 

14 participate in a federation. 

wm T'iI'o'o or more cities. to'vVAS, or counties; a city aAd one or more counties; or school, special. 

16 colle@e, or uAi'l1'ersity libraries The governing body of a public library may agree by contract to form a 

17 federation by aetioA of their respective @ovefAin@ bodies Of duly created boards of library trustees with 

18 the governing board of another public. school. special. college, or university library if one of the parties 

19 is or maintains a library that has been designated by the state library commission as a headquarters library 

for that federation area. The participating entities may retain the autonomy over their respective libraries 

21 specified in the contract. 

22 ~Ql The expense of providing library services for the library federation must be based on funds 

23 received from the state or participating libraries as agreed upon in the contract. The funds ofthe federation 

24 must be maintained as a separate account as provided in the contract. Participating libraries shall transfer 

semiannually to the account all money collected for the federation in their respectivejurisdiction. 

26 -EdtMl A participating entity may withdraw from a federation according to the terms for withdrawal 

27 provided in the contract by the action of its governing body Of by a m~ority of its qualified ';foters 'o'OtiAg 

28 at a geAeral or special election. A special election must be held ifl eonjunctiofl 'with a regular or primary 

29 eleetioR. 

(3) A library networl( is afl agreement between individual libraries or library systems, which may 

.~gis~ive
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1 be iRtefCity, iRt'rBstate, or iRterstBte, for tAe exoAfmge of iRrermBtioR er to pre....ide specific librBf)' services 


2 Rot provided iR existiRg library federations. 


3 (5) A federation may contract with other federations, libraries, or the state library to provide 


4 federation services." 


6 Section 2. Section 22-1-403, MCA, is amended to read: 


7 "22-1-403, Participation in I:tte federation. tt1 When a library federation shall have eeen lli 


8 established, the legislBti~'c governing body of any gOVCfRmeRt uRit library in the designated library 


9 federation area may decide. vlith the eoncurrence of the board of trustees of its librarv if it is msiRtaiRina 


a librarv. to participate in the library federation. [Ae'" IseAI eAtitv ffiAV A@tefffiil'l@ tAe RffiSUl'lt sf S@Fvif'!!'!s 

11 it wishes to supply to fulfill the Reeds of its unit. After the necessary contract has been executed and 

12 begif!f1iFlg with tRO Rext fiscal year. the goven'lffiental unit sAall participate if! tAe library federatioR ane its 

13 rosieents shall be entitled to the benefits of the library federation and property 'IIvithin its boundaries shall 

14 be suQject to taxation fer library federation purposes. 

(2) The board of regents of higher education may cont'ract with the govefRment of aRY city or 

16 county, or the gO'll'efAmeflts of both the city eRe the county, in wAieh a unit of the MORtaRa university 

17 syste~ is loeatee for the establishmeRt aRd operation ofjoiRt' library services. AAY such CORt'ract 'o'o'hieh 

18 proposes the erection of a buildiAg shall be su~eet to tho epproval of tho legislature. ARy jeiRt library 

19 services estAblisAP.A OUfSIlAAt ts rAis secrisf! s"'AIi Be ssefAres 8AA suooertes 85 DrO'lYiAea if! suc~ ceRff8ct 

flAB IlRACf this RArt." 

21 

22 Section 3. Section 22-1-404. MCA. is amended to read: 

23 "22-1-404. Board of trustees -- coordinator. (1) In a library federation. there must be a board of 

24 trustees with advisory powers only, the operation of the library federation having been specified by 

contract. The state library commission. provided for in 22-1-101, shall adopt rules governing the 

26 composition of the federation board of trustees. A majority of the members of each federation board of 

27 trustees must be trustees of a public library. as defined in 22-1-326. 

28 (2) The librarian library director or a designee of the headquarters library shall serve as the 

29 coordinator of the federation and as a nonvoting member of the federation advisory board of trustees. H 

.egisl!dive
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1 Section 4. Section 22-1-413, MeA, is amended to read: 

2 "22-1-413. Administration by Montana state library commission. The Montana state library 

3 commission must receive and shall administer the appropriation for state funding to public library 

4 federations. The commission shall allocate the appropriation among grant programs and shall allocate funds 

5 among federations according to formulas for distribution as the commission establishes in rules adopted 

6 pursuant to 22-1-103. Federations receiving state funds from the commission shall submit annual plans 

7 for the expenditure of state funds and report SCI'I1i8AFlually annually to the commission concerning the 

8 progress of the various prqjects for which state funding was received. The reports must contain an 

9 accounting for all state funds received." 

10 - END 
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