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Interview
Karin Ludeman (KL) and Martha Boyce (MB) at Martha’s home, 12 miles east of Lewistown, Montana
By Candi Zion (CZ)
3-3-2021

CZ	Okay.  Today we are here with Martha and Karin.  If you would tell me your names, date of birth, place of birth and occupations.  
KL	I’m Karin Swanson Ludeman and my date of birth is March 30th, 1945.  And I was born in St. Joseph’s Hospital in Lewistown.  (After graduating from Fergus High School, I attended Montana State College, MSU, for one year then married and began my working career) And I’m now retired for 1 year after working in several different medical offices in Bozeman, Montana.  I’ve worked every job in the front office including being office manager.  I (have) certification as a professional office manager.  And I’ve also done medical transcription for many different specialties and usually did that as a sideline at my home.  
CZ	Retired now?
KL	Retired now.  
CZ	Couple years. 
KL	One year.  One year.
CZ	Thank you!
KL	Yes!
CZ	Martha…
MB	I’m Martha Swanson Boyce.  I went to school at…I was born March 16th, 1948 at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Lewistown.  I went to school at a country school, Cheadle (ran as a summer school from March to November because of heavy snow in winter), for the primary grades and went to Lewistown Junior High in the 8th grade.  Fergus High for my high school years, graduated in 1965, went on to Billings Business College to become a medical secretary.  From there I was married…my husband and I put together a machine shop because he was welder/machinist.  Went through a divorce, was a single mom for 10 years with 2 daughters, Brenda and Bridgette.  And…I put together a secretarial service during those years on which I did medical transcription and bookkeeping.  And from there I remarried to Gene Chapel and moved to Fort Benton.  I was the medical record director at the Fort Benton Hospital and consultant in Big Sandy.  And Gene and I did the Choteau County Fair for 9 years.  He passed away in 1997, I moved back to Lewistown, met my husband Dee Boyce, and he was a rancher.  After that, I worked at the Central Montana Medical Center as a transcriptionist/decoder and helped him on the ranch…on…October 26, 2020, he passed away, so, now I’m just single, but I still live close to Cheadle which is my home.  Thank you.
CZ	So, you’re…you have a connection between the Dee Boyce…and the place that you own right across the road too.  So, you were neighbors then.
MB	Yes.  He always teased that I jumped the cattle guard.
Everyone laughs
CZ	Yeah!  So, tell me ladies, about your connection to Granville Stuart and Teddy Blue Abbott and then your great, great grandma?  Great, great…the Shoshone woman.
KL	Okay.  This is Karin, Granville Stuart was our great, great grandfather.  And we are very grateful for the journals he and his brother James kept because that is how we are aware of a lot of things besides other documentation and letters that other early pioneers in the Montana Territory, Montana kept. And records that have been kept.  I’ve always admired the fact that as a white man who married a full blood Shoshone Indian young lady, that he didn’t abandon his family.  He…honored that, however was proper in those days, in the 1800s.  And…they had a large family together.  They lived in Deer Lodge, they lived in Virginia City, they lived in Helena, and then he moved his family to the DHS Ranch in central Montana.  And…that is where they lived until after her death.  And then…
CZ	And she died at 97?
KL	She died, Awbonnie (Tootanka), at 42.
CZ	Oh, oh!!
KL	After their last child was born.  About 6 weeks after the last child was born.  
CZ	I’m jumping generations.
KL	Yes.  And, our grandm…our GREAT grandmother, was their oldest daughter.  Her name was Mary Stuart Abbott, and I need to correct that.  She was not their oldest daughter.  She was their 3rd child.  There was a Kate Abbott, and a Thomas, or Kate Stuart, excuse me.  And Thomas Stuart and then our (great) grandmother Mary Stuart Abbott.  And she married Teddy Blue Abbott or Edward Abbott…he is not the author but the source of the information that Helen Huntington Smith used to write the book, We Pointed Them North.  And their oldest daughter, Kate, is our grandmother.  
CZ	So, tell me a little bit about Granville Stuart’s wife then.  She was Shoshone.  Where did he meet her at?
KL	She was a sister to Fred Burr’s wife and she was living with Fred Burr and her sister in Deer Lodge, Montana.  And that’s where he met her and married her there.  And there’s a conflict of opinion about age.  Some say she may have only been 12.  Some say she was 15.  I’d like to believe she was 15 because he was 27.  
CZ	And she died when she was in her 40s?
KL	42.  
CZ	Do you know, what did she die of again?
KL	It probably was complication from childbirth.  I have found documentation of 11 children.  And 3 of them died very early…the others ranged in age (from early 20s)…to Irene, who…was…the baby…Irene and Harry for sure were sent (to the orphanage at St. Ignatius)…I don’t know about any of the (other younger)…(this happened) after Granville Stuart married his second wife (Allis Belle Brown Fairfield).  
CZ	She…there was no love loss there between her and the children?
KL	That’s our understanding…Granville Stuart passed away in 1918…and his second wife was a widow until she passed away in the late 40s.  And we understand that she…reestablished a relationship with some of her step kids (and step grandkids) when she was a much older lady.  But we really don’t know much about that.  
CZ	Interesting.  So, Teddy Blue Abbott.  How did he come into the picture?  You told me some really good stories about him in Miles City too.
KL	Yes.  He arrived in Montana following a trail herd from Texas.  And…if you read in his book, We Pointed Them North, that can’t have been easy.  
MB	No, he made 2 trips.  He came up from Texas twice.
KL	And where they came into Montana was Miles City, eastern Montana country.  And when he stayed, you heard about these various cattle outfits and who was good to work for and who wasn’t  and that sort of thing, and the DHS had a very good reputation.  And so, a lot of the cowboys would work the other ranches until they could find a way to get hired on at the DHS, which he finally did.  And he knew the brands of the cattle that were on the ranges, in the 1800s, 1880s, and that sort of thing and eventually became a representative (these men were called “REPS”) for the DHS when they rounded up all the cattle in the fall and separated them out for the various ranches before shipping.  And, of course there was the reputation of the Granville Stuart daughters who were so beautiful, and so well dressed.  And he said if there was any inkling, if the cowboys had ANY inkling at all, that those girls were gonna be around, they wore their white shirts, even for branding.  
CZ	Really!  Haha!
KL	Yes.  To impress the girls.  And he said he always had an eye for Mary.  But the mother, Awbonnie, the Indian mother believed that the oldest daughter should have a beau and get married first.  So, she was against Teddy Blue seeing Mary, and so they kinda had to sneak around about a little bit.  Because, he said, “I wasn’t interested in the older daughter”.  He only had eyes for Mary.  Well, then you know, as things progressed, Mary kinda told him she wasn’t going to see him anymore because he drank and smoked.  And chewed.  And… he quit.  She meant that much to him that he quit.  And then the mother died.  After the last baby was born.  So, they had to wait, ‘cause they did want to get married, but they had to wait because the mourning period was proper and to be honored, and when they thought that they could start setting their wedding date, the older sister died of tuberculosis.  So, they had to wait yet again for a while.  And her dad actually bought her red velvet, a length of red velvet fabric from Helena.  He used to go to Helena all the time because that’s where the Territorial legislature met and everything. And they made her wedding dress out of red velvet…
MB	She was buried in that dress.
KL	Yes, and she was buried in that dress.  And the buttons…I wish we had one of those buttons, I really do.  It had buttons down the front and it is said that they were Italian.  I don’t know whether they were ceramic or whether they were a…we don’t know.  But anyway, yes, she was buried in the dress.  And her youngest daughter Mary who she had lived with for many, many years had said that we’re just gonna bury mom in her dress, it still fits, and there’s not going to be any fight in the family about who gets it.  
CZ	Did you want to add anything to that story?
MB	I got to know my great grandmother Mary very well.  She attended my high school graduation and joined us afterward at home.  I have a picture with her and I’m very proud of that.  She gave me a pair of earrings that her father, Granville Stuart had made for her in Helena.  Those are very precious to me.  She was a wonderful woman.  
CZ	And they were gold, too, weren’t they?
MB	Yes, they were.  They were gold.
CZ	And cloisonne.  
MB	Yes.
KL	Umhum.
CZ	I’m interested in the fact that he married a Native woman, and then the book (Forty Years on the Frontier, a book of James and Granville’s journals)…the forward piece talks about how at one time he considered divorcing her because he had come up in society and was involved in the Legislature and big time Montana.  You’re shaking your head.  Tell me about it.
KL	Well…when he and James and Reece Anderson first came into what is, what became Montana Territory and then the state of Montana, it was Washington Territory.  And then it got broken up and it was Idaho Territory.  So, they actually came into what was called Idaho Territory.  And it was very acceptable in the, in the Beaverhead Valley, Dillon area, and all that area, and Bannack and Virginia City, Deer Lodge; the Indian bands moved through there a lot.  And culturally, the Indian tribes were okay with trading their daughters for skins and horses and whatever’s, and they probably weren’t official marriages, but they just started living together kind of thing.  And things wouldn’t go right and the girls would go back to their tribes...but some of the men did marry Indian woman that they stayed with.  And I think Granville was fine with that for a very long time.  James, his brother seems to have had a lot of different Indian women live with him over many years.  But a lot of the white men would have abandoned their families or the families would go back to and rejoin their tribe, their Indian families.  But Granville and she always stayed together.  And even though he kinda felt that he was being held back in society because of his Indian family and the mixed blood children, he didn’t leave them.  I doubt that she went to any function ever with him.  No matter where they lived.  I, I just don’t think she was part of the scene.  He was a married single man…whenever he went to anything.  And after they moved to the DHS Ranch, I’ve never seen any mention of him taking the family to Helena, when he went, and he would be gone sometimes weeks at a time.  
MB	Because it was horseback.  So, he would leave the ranch here and go to Helena and she stayed at the ranch and took care of the children.  
CZ	‘Cause she had a lot of them.
MB	She had a lot of them.  
KL	And Reece Anderson and his family were there and Reece’s wife was also Native American and they had a family. So, the two women were there, and of course there were ranch hands around, and that sort of thing.  And yeah, they took care of those things.  It’s my understanding that Awbonnie had been trained very well.  Maybe when she was in Deer Lodge.  She learned how to do laundry, ironing, apparently cook and all that sort of thing even as a young girl.  And it was said that Granville Stuart had a clean white, ironed, starched shirt every single day.  And she had a white table cloth on the table.  But if company came, even to the DHS Ranch, seldom did they ever see her.  She just stayed out of sight.  
CZ	Were they actually married?
Overtalk
KL	Well, the journal says, James wrote that particular thing, he says that,  “Granville was married today.”  So, whatever that means…and it was from that time forward they were together.
CZ	So tell me about…Teddy Blue then married the daughter.  Did he experience the same kind of feelings or do you know?
KL	His family back in Nebraska was very unhappy.  Unhappy that he had married a mixed blood somebody.  And I don’t know that she ever went with him.  
MB	I never heard that she did.
KL	I never did either.  He did go back to Nebraska.  I don’t know how many times. I don’t think very much after he was married.  But it was my understanding he went by himself.  Now I’m wondering if he took grandma Kate. Because she got acquainted with the cousins…
MB	But I never heard her say that she got to travel.  I thought maybe it was through letters.  
KL	And that’s entirely possible…so, there was friction there too.  His family was not happy about it.  
CZ	And you knew Mary, you had a chance to know her.  What kind of person was she?
KL	Oh, she was a sweetheart.  She was a tiny little lady and at the time we knew her she had grey hair…her daughter Mary, the youngest of the family that she lived with always…braided her mother’s hair and it was back into a bun.  Is that how you remember it Marth?
MB	Umhum.
KL	And she was very soft spoken, very gentle.  Always so pleased to see you but very reserved.  I mean you weren’t going to get hugged or anything like that.  Always wore a dress and an apron.
CZ	Did she ever teach you any family recipes, any bannock, anything like that passed down to the family?
KL	We have written, well I have one written recipe and it’s how to make mincemeat? 
CZ	And that’s from your grandmother?
KL	Umhum.  
CZ	Okay, tell us!
KL	Oh!  Well…you could use venison.  Or you could use beef.  Cooked.  And then it was chopped up or ground up, and lots of apples, and apple juice and somehow or another they had access to dried fruit.  So…it got shipped in from somewhere.  And so, it was dried apples, it was currants, it was raisins, umh, it was apple cider that probably was homemade.
CZ	Probably some chokecherries?
KL	Could have been, I don’t know about the chokecherries.  But then it was all cooked together.   But they put whisky or brandy in it.  And it was kept in a crock in a cool place.  And they needed the alcohol in it to keep it from spoiling.  Had sugar in it (cinnamon, nutmeg and cloves).  And they kept it in a cool place, like a 5 gallon crock. I mean it’s a huge amount, and, oh!  It had suet in it as well so there is some fat.  And…and then they just took what they needed out of the crock at the time to make a pie or…
MB	Cookies.
KL	Cookies.  Yeah, yeah.  And I still make it.
CZ	That’s wonderful.  
KL	I don’t’ keep it in a crock though.  Haha!!  I do can it or freeze it...  
CZ	So that would be a generational recipe of how many generations?  
MB	Great grandma, grandma, mom learned how from grandma.  And that’s four.
KL	Four that we know of.  Yeah... 
CZ	Yeah, that’s great.  Did you know, was she reserved, did she tell you any stories about her family or about her (mom’s) marriage to Granville, what her past experiences were.  Did she ever talk about that or was she pretty reserved?
KL	You know we were young.  
MB	And did not ask enough questions.
KL	We didn’t ask, because I think she would have told us.
MB	I think she would have shared, but were just, you know, graduating out of high school and didn’t think to ask a bunch of questions about the family history.
KL	When she spoke of her dad, Granville Stuart…her voice was always soft and she’d say, “Father.”  She called him “Father.”  Where you know, most of us were “dad” or “papa” or whatever.  She called him “Father.”  It was very respectful and…her voice would get really soft.  Like she really thought the world of him.  
CZ	Did she speak any of the Shoshone language?      
KL	I don’t think so.
MB	I never heard it if she did.  If she knew it, I never heard it.
CZ	Was she educated then?  You talked about Granville’s library.  
KL	He, no matter where they lived, he tried to make sure there was a school for children.  Like when they were on the DHS Ranch, he provided a school and a teacher.  For all the kids that were in the area that could come there.
CZ	Really!
KL	And he, he truly believed in education for the children.
CZ	Is that school still standing? 
KL	Ohm…I would think not ‘cause I would bet it was right there next to the ranch.  
MB	Yeah, it would have been the Ft. Maginnis…
KL	And see that’s how he…that’s how he…originally met his second wife.  Well, she was a teacher that came there and taught the kids.  
CZ	At that school?
KL	Umhum.  
CZ	Really!
KL	And she went on her way…we don’t know anything about any other teachers.  We don’t know where she went.  Whether she went to eastern Montana, we don’t know. But then after Awbonnie passed away, somehow or another he got back in touch with her.  So…what my dilemma is, is she knew these children were half Indian.  ‘Cause she had taught them.  So, why after she married him, would she not want to have anything to do with them and send them to an orphanage. 
CZ	I don’t know.
KL	And he allowed it!  
CZ	Hummmm…so they grew up in an orphanage basically at St. Ignatius?
KL	They DIED there.
CZ	They died there?  How old were they when they died?
KL	We don’t know for sure.
CZ	They were kids though?
KL	Yeah.  
MB	They got tuberculosis.
CZ	Ohhhhh!!!  Man, yeah.  Oh….Hum…
KL	Tuberculosis was prevalent.  And…it doesn’t say in anything about Edward Stuart who was one of our great grandmother’s brothers.  He died when he was only like 22 or 23.  And it just says he died suddenly.   And I have never been able to find out what he died from.  But one of her sisters, well Katie, the older sister died of tuberculosis.  That’s documented.  And then her younger sister, Lizzie, who lived with them (Mary and Teddy Blue) also for a little while…started working for a ranch family in the Miles City area.  And she died of tuberculosis when she was 30.  So, it was prevalent.  
MB	And I’ve wondered if more prevalent to the Native Americans than the whites. 
CZ	Possibly.

MB	I don’t know.
CZ	You know, speaking of Native Americans I’m thinking of what I read in Granville’s book about the Metis here, when they (Granville Stuart, Reece Anderson, etc.) made that big circle and came around this area, and he went down to the camp of Metis and said, “Where can I go find lumber, hay, land for my livestock, and water?”  ‘Cause that’s what he’d been lookin’ for.  And the Metis said, “I’ll take you over here and show ya.”  So, do you know about that story?  
KL	Nothing more than that.
CZ	What’s in the book…
KL	Yeah.  
CZ	To me that’s really interesting that the Metis showed him where the ranch (could be) was, where he needed to put his roots down, he planted there, and then as I read further…part of, or some of the people that he strangled (by) the Stuart Stranglers, were Metis.  
KL	Well…and if they were rustlers, they were gonna get hung!
CZ	They got hung.
KL	Yep, they got hung up!  So…you’ve got the good and the bad going there too…
CZ	And he talks about the Metis that helped him, that showed…the nice camp of people and how clean they had everything set up and very well organized, and then he talked about the Canadian Crees in a different tone.  Which they’re both Canadian Crees yet this was different.  He was speaking of different people that were coming down from Canada and stealing his horses and his stock and taking them BACK to Canada.  So, I know they were different, they might have been related to the folks here, but they were different then the Metis here.
KL	They were different...
CZ	Because these were people that were settled and were becoming established.
KL	And don’t you think part of those that were coming out of Canada were part of Louis Riel, part of…
Overtalk
CZ	Louis Riel. 
KL	…Yeah…he was kind of a rogue.  And trying to change politics and…yeah…government control and that sort of thing.  And so, you wonder who he had rounded up, and they were needing supplies, and they were needing horses, and they were whatever.  So, they were coming across the border and…
CZ	And it could be a lot of the same people were related to these folks here…
KL	Oh, they probably were!
CZ	the Metis here signed petitions for land grants with Riel so there is definitely a connection but we can’t find just where…
KL	And who it is…
CZ	Or who they were (stealing horses and stock).
KL	Yeah.  
CZ	Did you ever hear any stories about the Stuart Stranglers or…that’s a fascinating history.
KL	We don’t really…I didn’t.
MB	The only story I heard when we’d drive to Ft. Maginnis, dad would say, “I think that’s the tree they hung ‘em from.”
KL	Yeah.  
CZ	Really!
KL	Yeah. It was right along Ford’s Creek.  Yes, that’s true he did... 
CZ	Hunh!  Which is part of the ranch!
KL	…Oh yeah!
MB	Yeah.
KL	It was…the ranch was east of…I want to say east of Ft. Maginnis itself, and this tree would have been between the ranch and the fort.  Yeah.  Right along Ford’s Creek.  
CZ	So, I want to ask, we’ve got  few minutes left, about prejudice that YOU might have experienced growing up. Tell me about your life as part Native, in other people’s eyes.
KL	Oh gosh…It was…to me it was an unspoken thing.  But it was kinda like when we’d go to Lewistown.  And I don’t know why mom and dad chose what they did, or what had been said to them that they made these choices, but we would go to town and…we ate at the restaurants that were more on the east end of Main Street in Lewistown.  And we shopped at the stores that were around the east end.  And  I can remember…well, we would go to Penny’s and Woolworth’s.  And that was about half way up Main Street.  And it seemed like mom never went shopping at the stores that were to the west of there.  And we never ate in the Gem Café because that’s where the business owners ate.  And it was a little more uptown kind of thing. And yet that’s where the Greyhound Bus came to.  And…we went to Montgomery Ward, and we went to the frozen meat lockers at the Creamery, and that sort of thing.  But it was kinda like, being careful not to rub elbows with people that you thought were higher in society?  And yet it was an unspoken thing. Didn’t you feel like that?  
MB	Right.  I guess I always felt it was because our dad was a coal miner.  And mom was a housewife.  And so, she maybe felt that she didn’t have their level of money and did not know those people.  Where…where she went, everyone knew her by name and they were happy to see her.  I think it was a comfort zone for our mother.  
KL	Well, and our parents only had 8th grade educations.  By their parent’s choices because a lot of young people their age were given the opportunity to go on to high school.  But our parents weren’t given that opportunity.  So, I’m sure that they felt inadequate in that way.  My dad particularly would have LOVED to go on to school and when he finished 8th grade here at Cheadle School, the teacher was qualified to teach high school.  And she knew that dad was really sharp, loved to read and all that.  So, she had him come back and she taught him part of freshman year of high school in our little grade school that we went to.  Which I think was a real up for him.  Umh…and why, why our grandparents, on both sides of the families chose not to send their kids on to high school, I don’t know.  
MB	I think it was all due to finances.  Because our dad, his dad was a coal miner also and our dad went to the coal mine right after he got out of the 8th grade.  He was 12 or 13 and he went to the coal mine with his dad.  But his younger brothers and sister went to high school and he said because he could help his parents provide the money for them to go on.  And I believe it was the same with mom.  
KL	Could be.
CZ	And you were saying earlier you thought your father experienced the prejudice?  
MB	Yes, I do.  I do.  He didn’t mention it too often, but there again it was an unspoken feeling. Umh…he was very well respected by everyone.  And we hear that to this day from people how well respected our dad was.  But he would not put himself in a position to be with very well educated or umh, people that had more wealth.
KL	Umhum.  That’s true.  And because he was so well respected, he actually was invited to join the Masons here in Lewistown.  Which, he was so honored to  be invited but he never did it.  And he said, “Well I just don’t feel like I can afford it.”  Which was valid.  But I think part of it was he just didn’t know how he could handle it socially.  But he would mention that once in a while.  So, you knew it was an honor to him to even be thought about.  
CZ	Well we’re getting close to the end of our conversations, is there anything else you’d like to add about your ancestors? 
KL	Umh, yes!  I want to tell you about our grandma Kate, she was grandma Kate Abbott Swanson.  She loved nature.  And she loved to putter in her yard and her garden and she could, she would let you know when the first crocus, wild crocus came up.  And yellow bell.  And shooting star, and she would tell you that this was gonna happen weather wise or season wise and she could talk to the chickadees and they would come and sit on her hands.
MB	And the chipmunks.  
KL	And the chipmunks!  But not only that, she had a lot of knowledge medical wise, and she had this great big medical book and if people needed some nursing and care, they would come and get grandma.  
CZ	Wow!
KL	And she would go and she would mend people.  She would help them heal.  And…like she made homemade horehound candy for sucking on for sore throats and that sort of thing.  She also worked out for some of the neighboring people when they did harvest.  And she would go and cook.
MB	And cook.

KL	With the housewife at that house.  And she would go to various places.  And I think that is how she had some cash for herself.  ‘Cause otherwise, they didn’t have any money.  
MB	Grandma also was a very good artist and her youngest sister Mary was a very good artist.  
KL	Grandma was a photographer too!   
MB	And grandma was also a photographer.
KL	And she developed all her own black and white pictures.  
MB	Plus she sewed beautifully.  
CZ	And she was making things out of herbs she knew had medicinal properties too, which makes you wonder if she learned that from her ancestors.
KL	Yep, yeah.
MB	Right.  And she would always say in the wintertime, watch the trees.  When they turn kind of a bluish color, the cold air is coming in.  They will be a darker color when the air warms up.  And if you watch the trees, that’s true.  
CZ	Wow, interesting!
KL	Yeah.  
CZ	Wow, ladies, well thank you so much I’ve enjoyed this immensely!  Thank you!
KL	Well, good!
MB	We have too, thank you! 
CZ	Thank you!
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  Five generations:  Mary, William, Katie, Karin, Kathy 1966  
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