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CZ	Today we are with Julie Durand, And Julie if you would tell me your date and place of birth is?
JD	Lewistown, 7-5-29.
CZ	Oh, my birthday is the 6th!  Interesting!
JD	Is that right?  Mines the 5th, yeah.
CZ	Okay, and what was your occupation?  I guess you said occupations in your case!
JD	I had a day-care for 37 years.  But I also worked for…when I first started out, I worked for Eddy’s Bakery in Lewistown.  And them from there, I worked for Tommy Don (sp) who owned the Cadillac Garage, and Mr. Moyer (sp) and them, and Dr. McKenzie, he was a dentist.  I worked for them. And then I met Vern, and then from there we went all over the country with Boeing.  And then when we moved here, I decided to run a day-care.  All these kids, I took 3 out of the state orphanage when I was living in Lewistown.  And ah, I kept them for a couple of years.  And then I met, when I met Vern we traveled around, and after…when Boeing quit, we moved here and we’ve been here, how many years? 40?
VD	Since February of 1970 we came back here.
CZ	Long time.
JD	Yeah.  So, we’ve been here ever since and I ran a day-care here for 30 some years.  
CZ	I see, that’s a long time!
JD	If I had to do it again, I’d do it all over again the same.
CZ	Yeah.  So, you were telling me a little bit about your grandfather, Ralph (Sr) Laverdure.  Where did he come from, what do you know about him?
JD	He come from Canada.  He come from Canada, and ah…my dad (Ralph Jr) I think was born around Lewistown.  So, they been in Lewistown practically all their life.  
CZ	And what year was Ralph born do you know, Ralph?
JD	My dad?
CZ	Your grandfather.
JD	Oh gosh, get my big book out, I got all that stuff in a big book.
CZ	I can look that up actually, I can find out. (*Ralph Sr born in Canada 1868, died in Lewistown 1939).
JD	Yeah.  
CZ	What about your dad, when was he born?
JD	September…oh gosh…you should have asked me I would have got all that stuff out.
CZ	Oh, that’s okay, ‘cause we can get it later (*Ralph Jr born September 1896).  Well, tell me a little about their ancestors.  You said they were from Canada.  What else was their heritage?
JD	Pardon?
CZ	Your, Ralph Laverdure, you said he came from Canada…
JD	I don’t know anybody from Canada, but I know he must have relatives back there.  He was just a little boy when he came to Lewistown.
CZ	I see.
JD	My grandfather was.  And then he married a lady (*Mary Charette born in 1850, died in Lewistown 1923) that had a bunch of kids (*7) and they only had my dad.  And then after that, my grandpa remarried again to a real young lady (*Ada Burke) and they had 2 girls (*Juanita Margaret and Avis Francis).  One of them is still alive.  She’s way younger than me.  But my Aunt Avis, she lives in Seattle.  That’s my grandpa’s child.
CZ	Wow.  
JD	Yeah.  And ah…Anita, she’s deceased, his oldest daughter is deceased.  
CZ	So Ralph, he was a little boy, Ralph Sr, when he came to Lewistown but he was born in Canada?
JD	Yeah.
VD	A lot of French.
CZ	A lot of French.
VD	Yes.
CZ	So do you know then much about the French side?
JD	Well, my mom (*Madeline) and dad used to talk French all the time, but they never taught us kids.  When they wanted us to not hear anything, they’d talk French, haha!  But I’m so sorry they didn’t teach us you know?  Yeah…so...
CZ	So…but they were also Native American too?
JD	Oh yeah.
CZ	Do you know much about that side of the family?
JD	Ah…not too much, I have a lot of literature in this book.  Umh…my grandma, the Dess side come from North Dakota or South Dakota.  And they traveled here when he was, my grandpa Solemon, was just a little boy when HE came here to Lewistown.  He grew up in Lewistown.
CZ	How do you spell the last name?
JD	Dess.  D-E-S-S.  Solemon.  Yeah, I got a picture of him up there of him ‘n grandma.  Like I said I got that big book and I was gonna get everything out so you’d have it!  HaHa!
CZ	So they (grandpa Dess) also Metis, or were they…any blood like that at all?
JD	I am not sure…no grandpa came from North or South Dakota (*Devils Lake, North Dakota.  Born in 1854 (*died 1941).  At age 11 he came with family up the Missouri River to Ft. Benton).  Grandpa Dess.   Solemon Dess.  And then he married my grandmother (*Mary) and her name was…how do you say her name…starts with a P…ah…oh my gosh…
CZ	Well we can look at that later…so you said that they (Laverdure) spoke French but you didn’t get a chance to learn that when you were…
JD	Well, my grandmother, she was, she had a lot of Indian in her.  Grandma Dess.  And… Parenteau!  That was my grandma’s maiden name.  Parenteau!  And ah…she had a lot of Indian in her.  And then I think most of it come from there and then of course through my mother had quite a bit and then from my grandma you know.  So that’s the way it went.  But they’re all buried in Lewistown.  Yeah.  And that’s where we’ll go.
CZ	Yep.
JD	My mom and dad’s buried there (Cavalry Cemetery), I have a brother and sister buried there, my grandparents, and you know, like I tried to find like my grandpa’s dad, and stuff like that.  And we were trying to find Pierre Laverdure (*born Mandan village est. 1793; 1812- 1815, worked as trapper, guide, buffalo hunter, guide and miner.  Died in Lewistown 1902 at 109.  Went out into snowstorm.), he comes from way back.  And I wished, like I said I had so many pictures I wanted to get out for you!  And ah, we tried to find his grave but see, where my grandpa’s buried at, there’s graves back there with no stone.  And some of the…the guy at the funeral home, he’s dead now too but, he told me that they lost a lot stuff.  Of the records of Lewistown back then.  So, all I know is my grandpa and my, his wife, is buried in that area. So, but there’s some back there they have no stone’s on ‘em.
CZ	You know I wonder, there’s two mass burials of those original people that came from a cemetery, on land a rancher owned, and he wanted them moved to a cemetery, the Cavalry Cemetery.  So, they interred, 60 to 80 some people, I think?  The coffins were all rotten so, they just comingled the bones together in these two mass burials.  And they’re marked with a…bumper, you know where you drive up to, big long rectangular stone and concrete bumpers.
JD	Where’s this at?
CZ	At the Cavalry Cemetery in Lewistown.  So, I’ll bet that that’s where he’s buried.  If he’s in an unmarked grave than that’s probably where…
JD	Where is this located at?  
CZ	Well, it’s gonna be located towards…
JD	Oh they haven’t done it yet…
CZ	Well, they’re there.  Where your grandfather is buried, they would be behind that, on the very edge of the cemetery.
JD	Yeah, that’s what I am sayin’.  A lot of graves there that probably…his dad and stuff is buried in there but there ain’t no stones, you know.  So, I would sure like to know.  We always look through the whole cemetery for Pierre Laverdure (*newspaper clipping indicated interment in Catholic cemetery).  And no record of him…but he’s in a magazine.  I got the magazine where Pierre was in and everything.  
CZ	He was one of the first people to come!  I think he was one of the first people to come to Lewistown.
JD	Yeah.  Right.  And then my grandpa and all them came.  Umhum…
CZ	So, do you have any phrases or, words that your grandparents taught you that you would remember, that would have been the Metis type phrases or sayings, or songs?
JD	Like what?
CZ	Any songs?  Did they teach any traditional Metis songs?
JD	No, I don’t remember that.  I know my dad used to play the mouth harp.  And he sang a lot of songs from when he was in the service.  I remember that!  But ah…no I don’t remember that…
CZ	Let’s talk about your dad.  I ‘m looking at this wonderful picture of him from WWI.  He’s a very young man.  What do you now about him in the war?

JD	He went to Germany, he’d been to Germany and everywhere that they took him, you know.  But I remember he was saying he went to Germany.  And he had a good record and he was a good gunman.  And ah, I don’t know what else to tell ya.
CZ	Did he ever talk about his experiences when he was there?
JD	A little.  Not too much, you know the service men didn’t talk about the stuff that they went through over there.  I know he rode the horses and stuff in the war and stuff like that.  And I know he was a good gun man for sure.  But he was pretty young.  He lied about his age when he went to the service.  That’s why he got in.
CZ	How old was he actually?
JD	He wasn’t old enough anyway!  Whatever the age was back then but he did lie about his age so that he could go to the service.  Yeah.
CZ	So…he…we know that he was in Germany, that he was probably cavalry or maybe associated with that…
JD	Probably, I got all his records too.  Umhum.
CZ	So…I was thinking about…I was thinking about your grandfather again.  Did they ever tell you, were you ever very close to him?  Did you get a chance to learn any stories about them?  Did he tell you anything?
JD	No, I don’t remember, we just loved him that’s all!  Ha!  We loved our grandpa.  He was a very good grandpa.  
CZ	Did he teach you any games?
JD	No, see my mom died when she was 38.  And she had 10 kids.  Two of them was born…ah, both of them are buried up there at the cemetery.  The 2 babies are.  But there are, still…I’m the 4th child and all of them are gone, even my youngest brother.  All of them younger than me are all gone.  I’m the only one left out of the bunch.  So, I remember my mom saying, when they were doing dishes…New Years was a great day for everybody to get together.  And my mother used to make these, they called ‘em bullets.  That’s French, and meatballs.  And she would make a great big kettle full, mashed potatoes and everything, and you didn’t have to invite people they just came.  And ate.  And I’ll never forget I was standing at the hall, we lived at 302 W. Virginia, and I went “Oh no!  More people!” and my mom ‘bout socked me over!  “Don’t you EVER say that again!” she said.  Cause we were doin’ the dishes! Ha!  
CZ	HaHa!  
JD	But they all came and ate.  You didn’t invite people like you do now.  People don’t get together like that anymore.  They don’t.  And ah…it’s sad, because I have, my daughter lives in Biloxi, Mississippi and my grandkids and my 2 great grandchildren.  And ah…we have nobody here except my nieces, my brother’s kids.  And we see them once in a while.  But, other than that, people don’t come around of course, with this stuff you know, but ah…
CZ	So, when your mom was cooking bullets, New Year’s Day…
JD	New Year’s Day.  
CZ	Were (was) there music, that was going on?
JD	My dad played the mouth harp and there was always music and stuff but us kids don’t remember that stuff you know!  Haha!  ‘Cause I was pretty young then.  I was pretty young when my mom passed away.  And I thank God, the stuff that she taught me.  ‘Cause I knew how to bake bread when I was 12.  And nobody had to tell me how to measure stuff ‘cause my mom never measured anything.  And I didn’t measure anything when I made bread.  Last time I made bread here, I used to make it and give it to everybody.  And I made a great big pan of…I always used a great big pan, and a lot of dough.  And that day, I made it, I lifted it, I floured my board, and I couldn’t lift it.  And then I cleaned my pan and put the dough back in, I couldn’t lift the dough back in there, so I said, “This is it!  I can’t do it no more!” So, I don’t…I probably make a little bit, but…not much anymore. I did a lot of canning, I still can chokecherries.  I have chokecherry syrup, that’s for sure! So, I do that every year.  And I still got probably a few gallons of juice downstairs in a freezer.
CZ	And you also sew too, I hear you are a very, very accomplished sewer.
JD	What?
CZ	That you sew.
JD	Yes.  I do.
CZ	Did you learn that from your mom?
JD	Yes, yes, everything went…it’s just like she’s always told the other girls, someday she’s (Julie) gonna have to do it all.  And I did.  I raised my 2, brothers, my younger ones that was younger than me.  And that’s why I didn’t get to go, finish school is because I would have to get up and fix breakfast and go into school.  Then I’d come home and have all the washing to do and that kind of stuff.  But you know I’m not sorry for it?  I did good in my life!!!  Really good!   And ah…but  I had the will to do it.  Yes.
CZ	So you had 2 siblings that passed away? Do you know what they died of?
JD	You mean, the younger ones?
CZ	Unhh.
JD	Childbirth.  My mother…the first one, John, my mother  worked in a cleaners, there in Lewistown.  And the smell of that stuff, they think that’s what did it.  And the other one, I don’t know.  But they’re both buried together and I put a stone there.  It’s not too far from where my grandpa’s at.  And ah…grandma Dess and them are buried just before that.  Before you get there, grandma Dess and them buried there, my grandma and them, and I put a stone there.  Because they didn’t have one.  I know my mother woulda put a stone there if she was alive.  So, I did it.  And I asked Ernie up there (cemetery caretaker) I said, “Ernie…how much would it cost to get that stone put in there?  And he put his arm on me and he said, “Julie. Nothing.  You’ve done a lot up here.  Nothing.  I’ll fix it up for you.”  And he did.  And then on my grandma…my dad’s mother…my dad made those stones.  And that one was flawed on the… 
CZ	And that’s for Ralph and Ralph’s wife?
JD	Yes.  That’s my grandpa’s mother.
CZ	Okay.  
JD 	I mean my grandpa’s wife!  My dad’s mother.
CZ	The ones that are sandstone are interesting shapes, aren’t they?
JD	Yeah, my dad made that!  And he carved the names and I wrote with black in it so you can see ‘em!  Then my grandma…my dad’s mother, the stone laid flat, and I told Ernie one day, he was up there, I said, “You know Ernie, who’s gonna do these graves when we’re gone?  Nobody.  The kids don’t do that stuff anymore.  They don’t care about the pictures they don’t care about nothing.”  And he said, “Just a minute, Julie…” so he went over to his truck and he got a crowbar and he lifted that stone, and that stone is about that thick (holds hand wide).  He said, “You know what?  I can stand that up for you.”  I said, “Are you sure?” and he said, “Yes.”  I said, “How much will that cost me?”  He said, “Give me a hundred and I’ll do it and send you a picture.”  And he did.  Made a nice foundation on it, and set it up.  So, I wrote on her name so people could see it.  And ah…so we got that done.  And so, my brother that was killed in an accident, he’s buried round the other side where you drive around and come down to go out.  And my brother Joe is buried there.  We were both in that accident (*Julie’s in-laws the Breckenridges also in car).  1950 (*Jan 1).  Just not too far from Eddy’s Corner.  Going towards Harlowtown.  We were comin’ to Lewistown but ah…there was 3 people killed there.  Then I was unconscious for over a week.  And then they…I  got my last sacraments they said.  I don’t remember any of that stuff, ‘cause I was out.  But ah…thank God I’m here today.
CZ	Absolutely.  So. getting back to the headstones, didn’t you tell me an interesting story about that stone for your grandfather?
JD	Oh, where, my grandpa?  It came from Surenuff.  I don’t’ know if you know where Surenuff is at?  But it’s a…
CZ	By Forest Grove isn’t it.
JD	It’s toward Forest Grove, yep, up in the mountains there.  My dad dug it up. They had beautiful stones there.  And he dug it up and he carved it, and he did the name and everything on it and so…I ah…you couldn’t see ‘em before, but now you can see ‘em because I…they needed it done again.  One more time.  And I hope, I took some of my nieces up there and showed ‘em what I did.  And they said they’ll help keep it up after I am gone, but who knows if they will.
CZ	Hope so, Hope so.  So, why did they pick the stone from Surenuff, were they living around Forest Grove?
JD	No, no, my dad was working up that way.  And he found that stone and he brought it on a wagon.  And he carved it up and put it up there for my grandpa.  And then he found another one that, it’s pretty good size.  And it’s really thick, and it’s standing up now where it was laying down so it will never get covered.  So that is good.
CZ	What was he doing out there?  You said he worked there?
JD	He was herding sheep up there.  Yeah.  
CZ	Do you know who he was working for?
JD	He was working for ah…John Stanley. John Stanley.  And then he worked for John Gjerde.  Yeah, yep.  
CZ	So, he was a young man when he went into WWI, did he have a job before that?
JD	As a young boy?  Not that I know of.  
CZ	When he came back from the war, what did he do then?
JD	Well, I know he married my mom!  HaHa!!  So, I don’t know what he did before that.
CZ	Where did they meet?
JD	In Lewistown, yeah.
CZ	Do you know the circumstances how they met?
JD	At a dance.  At a dance is all I know.  Yeah. And I think that’s their wedding picture up there, up here (on the wall).  That’s my mom and her brothers and I’m sure that’s probably their wedding picture.  Because I’ve got a lot of pictures of her in that dress.  And ah…and that’s my dad and mom right there too.  
CZ	Okay.  I’ll have to take a picture of that.  So, I’m curious, was she Native, Native American too, part?
JD	Who?
CZ	Your mom?  
JD	Oh yeah.
CZ	What was her…?
JD	Dess. 
CZ	Okay, Oh, that’s Dess…
JD	That’s the Dess side.  
CZ	Now does that go back to Parenteau or is it your other side?
JD	What are you saying?
CZ	Parenteau, is that how you say it?
JD	Yes.  That is how you say it.
CZ	That was your mom’s…
JD	That was my grandmother’s maiden name.  Yeah.  My mother is a Dess.  That’s when she (Julie’s grandmother) married grandpa Dess.  Solemon Dess.  
CZ	Do you know much about their family, where they came from?
JD	All I know…well they come from North Dakota or South Dakota, I’ve got all that information, but I didn’t…you came too early!
CZ	Yeah, too early.  So, what about…did they…did your mom work too?  
JD	She worked at the creamery in Lewistown.  And she never worked after that.
CZ	She started having all those kids.  
JD	Yeah, she had a lot of kids.  In fact, that one there…(in a picture) she’s the one that’s holding me as a baby.  That’s my oldest sister.  My…Katie, and my brother Ralph.  So, I was the 4th one there.  In fact, here’s an old picture.
CZ	That is an old picture.  ‘Cause you’re 91 now.
JD	Huh?
CZ	You’re 91 now!
JD	91 and ½!  Haha!
CZ	91 and ½, right!  Did they ever talk about Louis Riel or the Louis Riel Rebellion, or any…?
JD	Who? 
CZ	Louis Riel up in Canada where they…
JD	No.  
CZ	They never talked about that…
JD	If they did, I was probably too young at the time.  And if they did, like I said they’d talk French a lot.  Yeah…so…
CZ	Did they ever talk about being Native American or did they mostly say they were French?
JD	No, they never did.  I know my mom went to a mission school somewhere.  And I got that too, written in there.  And ah…they all did.  It was 2 girls and 3 boys, I think (*two babies passed as well).  Uncle Jim and uncle Albert, and uncle Lee.  And my mom and then Josephine.  They’re all deceased now.  Yeah.  
CZ	And they went to mission school around Lewistown do you think or someplace else?
JD	They went to a mission!  No, it’s someplace out of Lewistown, and I have that too, but I couldn’t find my mother’s youngest brother at the cemetery up there.  And he was married to…not a very good lady!  What I understand.  But ah…I talked to Ernie about it and ah…I said, “Ernie, I walked the cemetery everywhere and my mother’s youngest brother is buried somewhere here.”  And he said, “I’ll look at the other cemetery.”  And I ‘ll be darned if he didn’t find it and send me a picture.  He’s got a great big stone.   And then there are 2 babies buried at the foot.  But I don’t know if them was his babies or what, but he died of appendicitis.  And his wife wouldn’t take him to the hospital.  He was very young.  And ah…he bled to death.  More or less.  And my aunt Josephine finally got him to the hospital…they were so mad at her.  Because he could have been saved, you know.  But ah…at least I know where he’s buried at and we put flowers there every year.  We go back maybe 2 or 3 times a year and put flowers everywhere on the graves.  My grandpa’s grave, ah, when was you there?
CZ	Just about a week ago.
JD	Huh?
CZ	A week ago.   
JD	Were the flowers still a round grandpa’s? 
CZ	No…
JD	They should have been.
CZ	I didn’t see any.  
JD	Probably didn’t pay attention.
CZ	Could have been…(pictures taken by CZ from week before show flowers still on graves).
JD	‘Cause we were there…when was it we were in Lewistown?
VD	September.
JD	Yeah, September, I guess.  Yeah. And then I just met a friend of mine that I used to play with when we were young kids.  And we was up at the cemetery, and this girl was exercising, walking up there.  He (Vern) never likes to talk to anybody, and I said, “STOP I want to talk to her.”  And I said, “Were you born and raised in Lewistown?” and she said, “Yes.”  And I said, “Well, I am too.  I just wondered if you knew the Duffners?”  She looked at me kind of funny and she said, “Yes I know the Duffners, ‘cause I’m one of ‘em!”
CZ	HaHa!!
JD	I said, “What?”  I said, which one and she said, “Dad had the barbershop in Lewistown.”  I said, “What about his sister, his youngest sister, Marina?”  Was it Marin…
VD	Vereen.
JD	Maureen.  
VD	(Spells name…) Just like my name with… 
JD	So she rattled off her address and I never thought about it anymore, so we went out and ate, and we said let’s go for a ride.  He…he remembers the dates and everything.  And now he don’t, but he did…HaHa…that day.  But ah…he drove right up to this house and I said, “What do I say?”  He said, “You’ll know what to say, just go up and see.”  So, I knocked on the door and this guy came and answered the door, and I said, “I’m looking for the Duffners.”  He threw the door open, “You’ve got the right place!” and ah…there was my friend!  We used to play together when we were little.  Here she was.  She’s the same age as me.
CZ	I’ll be darned.
JD	And she likes owls, I like owl things.  She was married before.  All our lives were about the same.  Oh my God we just….
CZ	Must have been great.  So, talking about…you were married before…when did you get married?
JD    	Ah…In ’48.  
CZ	And who was your fist husband?  
JD	Justin Breckinridge.  I’m still with his nieces and everybody, they all come here.  We’re all invited to all their parties and stuff.  And their mom and dad, everybody is gone from Forest Grove, they’re all deceased except the kids.  And there’s Weesie, Louise, but I call her Weesie.  All the kids are very much with me yet.  
CZ	Good.  So, Forest Grove, your family, a lot of your family settled around Forest Grove?     
JD	Well the Breckinridges, the girls married Lundeen (sp), and Isaacs.  Both girls married somebody up there, so that’s how we knew Forest Grove so much.
CZ	I see.  Yeah.
JD	Yeah.  
CZ	What about your grandfather, Ralph.  I meant to ask you…what was his occupation when he came?
JD	I think herding sheep and stuff like that.  I think so ‘cause I’ve seen pictures.  See my dad…my dad went to Hardin in a covered wagon many years ago.  I was probably just a little kid.  To work on a dam up there (Yellowtail) over towards Hardin.  I’ve got that written too.  And then when he finished the dam up there, we came back in a covered wagon.  I remember that.  I was just a little kid.  But I remember that.  We had 2 covered wagons.  I got pictures of that.  And then my dad bought the house at 302 W. Virginia, in Lewistown.  So that’s where we at until my mom passed away.  She was so young, yeah.
CZ	Yeah, my goodness.  Did they talk about any prejudice toward them or did people even know they had Native American backgrounds or did they ever talk about that?
JD	Not really.  I guess we just knew.  No.  But I have stuff sayin’ where my grandma and them came from and where grandpa came from, from Canada.  I’ve got all that stuff.  But ah…I was pretty little back then too.  So, you don’t think about all that stuff.  
CZ	What about when you were a young girl and growing up in school, did you ever have any problems?
JD	Any what?
CZ	Did you ever have any problems with people having any prejudice towards you?
JD	No.  Not…the only time somebody said something to me was after I was married.  “Well, how come...if you got Indian in you, how come you don’t have a crooked nose?”  Haha!  I don’t know why…haha!  But that’s about the only thing, nobody…but I never heard of, back then, before me, the Wells (*cousins) and stuff told me…the kids used to tease ‘em about bring Indian and stuff, you know.  In school.  It was very bad.  I didn’t, we didn’t have it.  And my dad and my mom died, he tried to keep us and work, and he had went to this lawyer, and this lawyer got us into the (Pierre) Indian school.  And we didn’t have enough Indian blood.  Being my dad was in the service, and…he helped him get us there.  We didn’t know anything about Indians.  We were never around them.  And we went to school there.  
CZ	Where was that at?
JD	Pierre, South Dakota.  
CZ	Pierre!
JD	Yeah.  
CZ	So you had to board there then.
JD	Oh yeah.  You slept there, you ate there.  Everything.
CZ	And all of your brothers and sisters went too?
JD	Just a…just me and Louie and Joe, Dan and Harvey. That was it.  Five of us.  The youngest ones.  The others were already gone you know.  Whatever.
CZ	How old were you when you first had to go to school there?
JD	When I first went to school?
CZ	In Pierre, in Pierre.  
JD.  	Oh.  I am not sure.  Pretty young there.  
CZ	That must have been a really hard experience leaving your dad.  
JD	It was.  Because we didn’t know, when they were looking in our hair and everything, what were they doin’ to us you know.  We didn’t have bugs or anything like that, but I guess, haha, they check you for bugs and what not.  But we were very…didn’t know anything about that stuff.  ‘Cause we weren’t raised around a reservation.  Ever.  
VD	Your highest grade was 8th grade.
CZ	8th grade?  So how…how did the Indian kids treat you then?
JD	Pretty good.  Pretty good. Ahm…we just kinda fit in.  I guess.
VD	They called me “white eyes”.
CZ	They called you “white eyes”?
JD	They ah, we got along pretty good there.  I worked ah…I worked for the employees.  They had a place there.  And a lady, oh, she just hung onto me.  And she was a white lady.  And she did the cooking and everything there.  So, she invited me to go over and cook, help her with the stuff you know.  And ah…when I left from there, there was a $20 bill inside one of the cookbooks.  And I seen it there but I didn’t touch it.  And when I left from there, she put her arm around me and she said, “You know what?  You won this!”  I said, “What?”  She give me the $20!  She said, “The last time I had somebody here they stole everything I had here.  And you didn’t touch any of it.”  So, she gave it to me.
CZ	And this was at the school?
JD	Yeah.  And they bussed us.  They had to, my dad had to bring us up to Great Falls and the bus here took us to Rocky Boy, and all clear up to South Dakota.  
CZ	Wow.
JD	Yep. That was the hardest day of my life.  
CZ	So then you had to live with people in the dorm you didn’t know. 
JD	Oh yeah, oh yeah.  Which it was very nice.  Clean.  Very clean.  And ah…when I worked for this lady, she was an awesome lady.  
CZ	So, you worked in the (employees) kitchen, that was your job?
JD	With her, with her, yeah.  After school I’d go help her out.  
CZ	Well no wonder you’re a good cook?  That probably helped!
JD	HaHa!  
CZ	Or a cook for a lot of people!
JD	Yeah.  Then I worked in the kitchen at the Indian School too.  Made a lottt of peanut butter and jelly sandwiches!  Oh my gosh…we went, we took a, we drove through there and it was all different you know.  I’d have liked to go in and seen it just to go there.
CZ	Was it still operating as a school?
JD	Far as I know, they are.  There’s, there’s Pierre, South Dakota and then there’s Flandreau.  And I think that’s in South Dakota, too.
CZ	But you were in Pierre.  
JD	But I was at Pierre, yeah.  
CZ	Did you play in any sports there, or…?
JD	Ah…the boys did.  But the girls didn’t.  They had dances there, they had music, church, always got to go to church and stuff.  And ah…
CZ	How did your brothers and sisters manage then?
JD	Harvey was just a little kid then too.  And we always…in the evening we always meet and walk around the place and stuff.  Yeah.  Yeah.  At least we stayed together.  And my dad never did go on welfare, never, never did he ask for help.  One time a welfare lady came, we were still livin’ at 302…and she said, “I understand you need some help.”  And my dad said, “Well…in a way.  But you seen that door you come in?  Don’t let it hit you in the ___.”  ‘Cause  the guy down the street lost his wife and had a bunch of kids.  And this was before she came to our house.  And they picked up all their kids and scattered ‘em everywhere.  And my dad wouldn’t allow that so he…ah…that’s why he kicked her out.  He said, “I’ll come calling to you if I ever need help.”  We stuck together!  The five of us.  Went out to sheep camp with my dad, in the summer.  And I look back and I wonder, how in the world did we do that!  My dad had a big tent and he’d let…him and the boys slept in there and I slept up in the sheep wagon.  But I think back, how did we ever do that!
CZ	Probably loved it.
JD	Yeah!  I suppose!  We enjoyed it, my dad and I’d get horseback and go to Teigen…not Teigen…Teigen I think it was.  A little town.  We’d go buy candy and stuff for the kids and stuff. Horseback ride back.  But ah… I still wonder how in the heck I did that.  I did the cookin’ and stuff!  Ha!  
CZ	I wondered that.  So, you did all the cookin’.
JD	Oh yeah, oh yeah.  
CZ	Were there other herders you had to cook for besides your dad and you family?
JD	Huh?
CZ	Were there other herders to cook for besides your dad and family? 
JD	No, just us, just us.  Yeah.
CZ	Who was he workin’ for at that time do you remember?
JD	He was workin’ for John Gjerde out at ah…let’s see…you.  From Hilger, not Hilger, but from…is it Hilger? Not Hilger but…
VD	Go out of Four Corners…
JD	Grass Range.  From Grass Range he lived way out and I worked for them.  I was just a young girl, and ah, they wanted somebody to herd the dock pen, that’s with the babies you know.  And so…my dad said, “I think my girl could do that.”  ‘Cause I knew how to ride a horse and everything.  So, they gave me a horse and my dad let me have his dog.  But I stayed at the ranch with them.  And they took me out when they…and I had to take ‘em down to water and let ‘em feed down at the water and just watch so the coyotes and stuff don’t get ‘em you know.  ‘Cause they were all babies.  With their mothers.  And I worked for them one summer.  That was my first paycheck!
CZ	Really!  How old were you when that happened?
JD	I…probably around 15.  14, 15 years old.  ‘Cause I wasn’t old enough to go in a bar or nothin’.  But ah…yeah…
CZ	It sounds like hard work is important in your family.
JD	It was.
CZ	Was your grandfather…is that his feeling too?  That…
JD	What?
CZ	Your grandfather Ralph, was he a hard worker and he instilled that in the kids?
JD	Oh yeah, yeah.  My dad was too.  And ah…my grandmother…let’s see, it’d be my great grandma, I guess it was, they said that they could eat off of her floor.   So just about every Laverdure was clean people.  My house is a mess right now ‘cause we’re…tomorrow they’re supposed to put our flooring in.  So, we’ve got everything boxed up and what not, but ah…’cause my glass cupboard…I had to take everything out and move it.  So, hopefully they’ll come and do our floor tomorrow and I can put everything back.  But I had the walls washed, we had somebody come in and do it, we can’t do it anymore.  And had the windows.  My nephew came and helped us with the windows in the kitchen so, that’s all ready to go.  
CZ	Nice!  New floor at 91!  So, I’m curious, do you know very much about your mom’s side of the family?
JD	All that is I know is grandpa came from North or South Dakota.  Like I said I had all this stuff in a book and I was gonna get it all out for you!!  
CZ	Sure.
JD	And he was just a little boy, he was just a little boy when he came here.  And ah…I know they crossed the river somewhere when he was just a little boy.  And ah, I don’t know.  But I coulda told you a lot of that stuff.
CZ	Well maybe what we should do is call the interview good and then go look at your information and I can add it to my transcripts.
JD	Okay.
CZ	K!  Well, Julie I thank you so much!
JD	Oh, you’re welcome!  And if you need any more help, I said I coulda got the books out and everything!  

Information added by CZ in (*  ) found in Julie’s books of which she spoke.
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