















Interview
Chuck LaFountan (CL) 4 Aces Casino, Lewistown 
By Candi Zion (CZ)
1-21-2021

CZ	All right, we are here today with Chuck LaFountain.  If you want to state your name, place of birth, and where you live.
CL	Charles Alfred LaFountain, I was born in St. Joseph Hospital here in Fergus County.  I live at 605 Lynn Street, Lewistown, Montana.  I live in the first geodesic dome structure ever built in here in Montana.
CZ	Really!  Did you build it?
CL	Ah, I had a lot of help.
CZ	So how did you decide to build something like that?
CL	Well, I was looking to be energy conservative and the temperature from the floor to the ceiling runs 2-6 degrees.  And the money I saved in utilities paid for almost half of my house by the time I had it paid off. 
CZ	Wow, and when did you build it?
CL	Ah…1980.
CZ	1980.  That’s notable!!
CL	Joe Dixon from Seiden Drug built the 2nd one and Richard and Teddy Mardicken built the other one; it was the only one I got sold.  The economy collapsed and I had almost 4 dozen.  I almost went bankrupt on that.
CZ	So, this is a design…did you buy into a company or is this something you created yourself?
CL	No, I bought from a company in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.  And…I liked the design.  There’s no wasted space in it.  It occupies 45 square feet in diameter.  You go inside and there’s 3972 feet of floor space including the basement with one offset and the main floor with 2 offsets.
CZ	Wow, so was this occupation…we’re talking 80s…so, what did you do in your life?
CL	I logged, I mined, I was heavy equipment, construction.  I started off in the 4th grade at the Highland Park School as a janitor’s helper.
CZ	Really!
CL	And then I was the boiler man for the Calvert Hotel in junior high.  And I worked for the Coca Cola Bottling Company when I was out of high school.  Then I went to the Marine Corp, then I came back and started working heavy construction.  Wherever there was work, that’s where I went.  I wasn’t always good at the projects I did but I was there because the money was there.
CZ	So in the Marine Corp…how long were you there?
CL	Just a little over a year.  Ah, I have Crones Disease and I didn’t know it at the time.  But ah, I ruptured my stomach and I was medicaled out.  I have an honorable discharge for medical conditions.  So, I didn’t see any combat; I was on my way to Vietnam when my stomach ruptured.  
CZ	Really.
CL	Yeah.  I ended up in the hospital for 23 or 28 days, I can’t remember.  Been too long.  And they sent me home instead.  
CZ	Wow.  That’s quite a story.  So…what’s your spouse’s name, is she Metis?
CL	No.  She’s not, she’s full blooded German.
CZ	HaHa!!!  
CL	She’s from North Dakota, she was probably born in Dickinson, or Mandan, or Judson.  Her family was in the United States, that’s where they lived when they came over.  Her ancestors are from Odessa, Russia and Strasberg, Germany.  
CZ	And how did you meet your wife?
CL	Crossword puzzle, not a crossword puzzle but a jigsaw puzzle.  She was putting it together and I was at a friend’s house, started putting pieces together.  We’ve been together now for…oh probably 54 years. We’ve been married for 52 years this year.  
CZ	That’s a long time.  And, let’s get to your ancestors, I see you have an ancestral chart here.  You want to tell me how the family line goes?
CL	Well…I didn’t bring my reading glasses.  It starts off with a…it looks like Cook, LaFountain and then there’s the Potters.  Other than that’s and that’s as far as I know.  Progressed to the point where I am here.
CZ	So, what time period?  Do you have any dates on these ancestors?
CL	You know, all of this could be gotten from the Turtle Mountain Reservation.  There’s…you could probably access all this information from them.
CZ	So tell me a little bit about them then.  They came from Turtle Mountain, your ancestors?
CL	Yes, they did.  Well…were here before America was here.  And they settled them on the Turtle Mountain Reservation and there are some families that lived in Canada, but I’m from the Turtle Mountain Reservation.  Being a band of the Chippewa Cree.  
CZ	So- oh sorry you were going to say something, go ahead.
CL	No, that’s fine.  
CZ	So, North Dakota…is that were they ended up going to first?
CL	As far as I know that’s the family line…now there is another group of LaFountains that…two different branches but the same start.  And I met one of them in Billings in the store when I was buying new boots.  And it’s almost uncanny it’s almost the same lineage as I have here.  Part of it is, but it was in a different direction.
CZ	Interesting.  So, when did… you’ve got some other names down through here…you want to just tell us who the people are through the line?
CL	Ah…Charlotte LaFountain, John Plummer.  And then, the others I really don’t know very well.
CZ	Plummers, were they Native or were they…?
CL	Yes, they were all…and there’s an error with this tree…there was one of the gals they have listed on here was a full blooded Indian, but they’ve got her listed as white, so down through the lineage I’m actually 17/32nds and I don’t know how they figure that stuff.  They’ve got me down as ¼ and my daughter down as 1/8, but my daughter’s actually ¼ not 1/8.  But some place they made a clerical error along the way.  And that’s what it turned out to be.  Now…I didn’t know my grandpa LaFountain.  The story goes that he didn’t ever drink anything in his life.  And they were at a rodeo and it was hot and nasty and they had to walk everywhere they went, so they got home in the middle of the night and they had a jug of moonshine there and he says, “I’m gonna have 1 drink.”  And before anyone could stop him, he just took the cork off the moonshine.  Well, the old moonshine had fusel oil on the top of it…you had to mix it.  He got a straight shot of fusel oil and by daylight he was dead.  
CZ	What’s fusel oil?
CL	It’s the product that comes with moonshine.  I don’t know how they made it or what, but that was the story I was always told.  When they say 1 drink won’t kill you…I can call you on that.  One drink killed him.
CZ	Really!  What year was that, do you know approximately?
CL	No.  My father was very little when that happened so I have no idea.  
CZ	When was your dad born?
CL	I don’t know.  I’ve got his service records and stuff at home I coulda told you that but I wasn’t thinking about that part of it.
CZ	And you were born in what year were you born again?
CL	1947, right after WWII.  My father came back and…he was on the USS South Dakota.  And that was one of the ships that was most attacked during WWII.  He was actually a refrigeration man on the ship.  But when it came time to fight, everybody fought.  It didn’t matter what you did.  
CZ	So…he would have been born in the 20s.  So, when your grandfather died…that must have been in the teens or twenties, somewhere around there.
CL	Somewhere in that area.  But like I said Donna Walraven will have more information, probably better than I have here.  
CZ	So your father was in the military, how long did he serve on the Dakota?
CL	From the time he went in after he left boot camp and he went to the ship and he stayed there until WWII was over.
CZ	He was there a long time.
CL	Yeah.  
CZ	Was he ever injured or no?
CL	No, they didn’t talk about that.  They didn’t talk about their experiences in the war.  He never once mentioned it, ever.
CZ	Did he ever talk about any prejudices that he might have experienced when he was a kid or in this situation in the military?
CL	No he did not.  If somebody lipped off to him and caused hard feelings, they got the crap beat out of them.  Let’s put it that way.
CZ	Haha!!
CL	Him and my uncle used to go to the bar and they’d start at one end of the bar, and the other end, and everybody was beat up by the time they got to the other end. 
CZ	HaHa!!!  I’ve heard the LaFountains were a pretty tough bunch, I’ve heard people say that before!  HaHa!!!
CL	I’m kind of a whimp compared to those boys.  
CZ	HaHa!  Well, I see when I go to the cemetery, too, I look at the gravestones and see that a lot of your relatives have served in the military.
CL	Most all of them.
CZ	And it looks like a lot of men in the family?
CL	Yes.  I don’t know if any of the women served or not.  They probably did, knowing them.
CZ	Your cousins and uncles that have served- how many do you think and who?
CL	That would be tough to tell.  Uncle Alex LaFountain was a Ranger in WWII and he was one of those that scaled the cliffs on the D Day Invasion.  He was a corpsman.
CZ	Really.
CL	And I noticed that on a lot of the stones the other relatives were corpsman or in the medical part of the service.  But…I would love to know more about my family but it’s just not in the cards to know.
CZ	So…okay your uncle…let me make sure I got that right…your dad’s brother, he was the artist.
CL	Yes.
CZ	And what do you know about him?
CL	Mostly I know was Sunday dinner, we was always, we always had Sunday dinner at grandma’s house.  And at times, I would see him sit and work on the same sketch, for weeks, months ‘til he had it the way he wanted it.  He was very meticulous in his drawings and his artwork.  It was the…the one that brings to mind is the guy riding a bear with the mountain lion for a pack mule and a rattlesnake for a whip and it says, “I’m getting out of this country she’s too rough for me.”
CZ	I’ve seen that!
CL	And he worked on that actually I think for several years before he finally got it exactly where he wanted it.  I have 1 piece of his artwork that was cast in bronze it was they call a peaceable work, it was a sow grizzly and she had 2 cubs and the 2 cubs were fighting.  But they separated that from the other one so they could make twice the money on that so I ended up with the 2 cubs and I had to buy that.  I bought it from some people in Missoula, they had that.  But I could have had it all for $500 but I could not raise 10 cents at the time.  Or I would have owned it all.
CZ	Who had the collection at that time that you could have bought it from?
CL	Uncle Alex himself.
CZ	Oh.

CL	And, it wasn’t long after that he was in a…raft in the Missouri River and somebody was starting to drown and he dove in to save ‘em.  Well, the water is really warm on the top, but once you pierce that top layer it’s really cold.  And he went into an epileptic shock and he drowned, I didn’t know he had epilepsy until that time.
CZ	Really.
CL	Yeah.  
CZ	So he drowned trying to save the other person.
CL	Yeah, the person ironically made it to the other bank, but he lost his life trying to save somebody else.
CZ	Well, and I guess that would be in the keeping of the way the family had been serving in the military.
CL	Yeah.  That’s the way it is, he didn’t think about it he just did it.
CZ	Yeah.  Right.  So, you remember family…with your grandparents, do you remember much about your grandparents?
CL	Oh…my grandma Louise was very stern.  Grandpa Davis was actually my step grandfather.  My father’s stepdad.  He was a conductor on the railroad for many, many years.  When he retired, the railroad let him put his trailer on the tracks, beside the tracks here in Great Falls and he lived there.  But he come down with cancer and passed away in Great Falls.  That was tough to watch.
CZ	So that was the stepdad, did you ever know your grandfather then?
CL	No, my real grandfather’s the one that died of the fusel oil.
CZ	Oh…so he was, well yeah!  He was a young man when that happened!
CL	Yeah.
CZ	So, his wife, then, married this Mr. Davis…did they live in Great Falls most of the time?
CL	No they lived just off of Pine Street and 4th Avenue they had a place there.  And then when he lived in Great Falls it was different.  But, Bill Davis from Roy and grandpa Owen Davis were both from Roy.  And Bill worked for the county as a blade man, so that’s as far as I know with that.
CZ	And you said your grandma was a stern lady?  What do you think her story was?
CL	I really don’t know she just never really talked to the kids at all.  She might yell at you for getting too unruly or somethin’.  Might put a knot on your head if you were misbehaving.  
CZ	HaHa!!
CL	That is just what happened in those days.  It’s not like now.
CZ	Yeah.  How many kids did she have?
CL	I’m not sure how many she had.  There’s Oliver, Monroe, Vern, Teddy Davis.  Those were half-brothers to my father.  Then there was my father, Loraine (sp) and uncle Alex are all the LaFountains that I know of.
CZ	So she had 7 kids that you know of? 3…
CL	At least.  Pretty small family actually.  For then.  Loraine had I think 22 or 23 kids.
CZ	And Loraine was…
CL 	father’s sister.
CZ	Oh my gosh that’s a lot of kids.
CL	Well she had at least 3 husbands that I know of, Walt Dahlsman (sp), before him was Breckinridge, and then the last one was a guy named Don Sandy (sp) and complete families with each one of them.  
CZ	Interesting, I talked to a lady yesterday that mentioned the Breckinridge family.  She was a…think what her family was, but yeah, there may be a relationship there.
CL	Well, Breckinridges and LaFountains were intermarried there.  
CZ	Were they Native…Breckinridges?  Or were they…?
CL	I don’t really know.
CZ	Interesting in fact she was a… Laver...I’ll think of it later (Laverdure).  So, your dad…what was your dad like?
CL	Well, he was a hard worker, he was a very good fisherman, and he was very good at hunting.  But he worked a lot and I really didn’t get to spend much time with him.  ‘Cause with 5 kids and 2 cousins to feed and a wife, he spent most of his time working.
CZ	What all were his occupations?
CL	Ah, he worked in the mines in Butte, he logged for a fella named Hap Kramlic here in Lewistown.  In fact, dad was working for Hap Kramlic when I was born.  
CZ	And who was that person?
CL	Hap Kramlic lived up towards Spring Creek, had a lumber mill there.  My father worked for him.  
CZ	And you were also on logging too.
CL	Yeah, I did a little logging. Mining, heavy construction, I was a boilerman, ah…janitor, I sold insurance for a while and that’s not one of my favorite things to do.  I feel ashamed of myself for selling insurance, but you have to pay the bills one way or another.
CZ	HaHa!  Yeah.  Oh…Laverdure, that is who the Breckinridges married…
CL	Laverdures, yeah.
CZ	Are you related to them?
CL	You know, somewhere along the line I am related to the Doneys, the Laverdures, the LaTrays, ah…the Kendalls on the white side of the family.  At one time I was a relative, or shirt tail relative of one of the governors, Ayers here in Montana.  My grandpa Turner and his brother Dwight, they made it through the Depression bootlegging.  You had to do something to feed the family and that’s how you made it through.  Ended up they lost all of their homesteads.  
CZ	Now when you say they lost, who are they?
CL	Ah, Lone Turner and Dwight Turner.  They had homesteads out towards Grass Range on the right side.  On the left side was a gal named Florence Racer she had a nice place there.  I didn’t really know her very well. I knew uncle Dwight, I’d talk to him, you know, just little kid stuff.  He died of asthma and emphysema in the hospital.  At St. Josephs.
CZ	So, I’m curious, you talked about your dad and your grandfather, how is it that he came to this area.  Did he come with his grandparents or his parents, or do you know much about how he got here?
CL	No, I have no idea.  Just from the, most of the information I have is just hearsay, and it was from the time I was probably 5 or 6 years old.  Due to the circumstances this is just the way it was at that time.  I didn’t really know the other family members.  I knew they were related, but that was it.  And then after my father and mother divorced, mom was really upset with him.  She destroyed most everything that he had for records and stuff, burned it, just wanted to purge the memory.  
CZ	So you have brothers and sisters, who are your brothers and sisters?
CL	My brother Michael is buried up her in the city cemetery, he died of leukemia at about 14 years old.  I had one baby sister named Ellen.  She’s buried in the cemetery in Butte.  She died of birth defects at childbirth.  Mt father was working in the mines, the Victor Chemical Plant.  That may have contributed to the fact.  And our home in Butte was located on a mine shaft.  They plugged it with timbers and rock; we were on a mine shaft there.  On Washington Street.  
CZ	So you lived in, I’ll let you finish telling me about your family, but I am curious about your Butte life.
CL	My sister Margo lives in Alaska, and I’ve got one brother Dan who lives in Texas.  That’s not far enough away.
CZ	HaHa!  
CL	Took a different path in life and we come to a parting of the ways.  He’s my brother, but he’s not welcome, ever.  My brother Richard lives in Port Angeles, Washington, he’s got like 3 or 4 college degrees, he could have been a nurse, a teacher, and a couple other things.  But he married into a family out there and worked in the Dishoa American Paper Mill until he retired.  And he spent 20 years in the military.  Other than that, I don’t really know anything else.
CZ	What about Butte?
CL	Butte, well my father worked for Anaconda Company, he was an underground miner for quite a few times.
CZ	How many…what years did he…?
CL	That would have been in the early 50s.  And he went to work for Victor Chemical Plant there, and when all that went to heck he came back and logged some more.  And then John Montgomery from Hilger country hired him as a service man for his equipment.  My dad was an equipment operator and a service man.  That’s basically what I started doing in the construction industry, I was following in my father’s footsteps as an oiler.  Then I went to operating later on.  
CZ	So in other words, you were following in his footsteps, you came in the same company…he brought you in and said here’s my son, can he do this?  
CL	No, it was a long time after my father passed, I needed some work and they needed some help.  John hired me and gave me a chance to work.
CZ	What did your father pass away of?
CL	Ah…a gunshot wound.  The lady who did it, shot him.  In order for his sister not to lose her kids, ‘cause they were staying with him, they said he shot himself.  Now I wasn’t there. I have no idea who was telling the truth, but she, this gal, apologized to me for killing him.  She said she was trying to scare him.  Well, it turned out bad.  A bullet to the brain will do it every time.  So, I really don’t know the truth on it.  That’s as close as I can…she said she shot him, that she was sorry, and apologized.  The sister, Lorraine Sandine (sp) at the time, said he did it himself.  They lied to us so many times it was hard to tell.  
CZ	That was his sister?
CL	Yeah.  She’s the one with the 20 plus kids.  
CZ	So…how old were you when that happened?
CL	I was in junior high, about 13, 14.  Somewhere in there.
CZ	What are your memories of how you felt during that…?
CL	It was pretty emotional, I decided to run away from home at that time.  Ha, I was in jail…they kept me in jail for a week for running away from home.  And it happened while I was in jail.  My father come to visit, my brothers and sisters…ah…like I said, I was in jail so I didn’t get to visit him.  And it was right after that, a few weeks after that this happened.  Just typical life, stuff happens and there’s nothing you can do about it.  You can’t go back and change it.  
CZ	So, you must have been living with your mom at the time then?
CL	Yeah, I lived on Montana Street between 5th and 6th.  
CZ	So, getting’ back to your grandma, your grandma was kind of a hard lady it sounds like.  Did she ever cook, ah, you know like the bullets and typical kind of stuff?
CL   	She made everything.  My grandfather Davis loved the catfish.  He caught a lot of catfish at different times.  ‘Cause they loved to fish and hunt.  
CZ	Where were they getting’ catfish at?
CL	Probably the Musselshell River, the Missouri.  I never fished with my grandpa Davis.  And I did fish with my dad a little bit but not that much.  
CZ	So dinners, you don’t really remember?  Did you have any kind of traditional Metis food that you know of?
CL	At that time we didn’t know it was traditional, we just ate it.  When you are a kid you don’t ask stupid questions you just sit down and eat.  
CZ	Right.  When you were a kid did you know you were Metis?
CL	No I didn’t.  
CZ	When did you find that out?
CL	I was probably married to my wife when I found out!  Ha!
CZ	Really!
CL	I have a half-sister that lives in Vancouver, Washington.  I was 30 years old before I met her.  There’s a lot of secrets people don’t tell ya.  But…she walked around the corner and I knew instantly that she was my sister ‘cause she looked…strikingly resemblance to my other sister.  That was my sister Margo.
CZ	Was this a random meeting or were you supposed to meet?
CL	Oh, they arranged it so I would know her, meet her.  
CZ	Okay, now I gotta make sure I understand.  Was this a legitimate half-sister or a…?
CL	No to be honest my mom and this other gal was having a contest to see who could capture my dad.  My mom won.  They found that she was going out with my dad and they moved her out of the area so she couldn’t see my dad.  Otherwise, I’d have had a different mother.
CZ	Really!  So why didn’t they want your mom to see your dad?
CL	Ah…well mom was okay…sort of.  She was white.  That wasn’t supposed to happen.  
CZ	But you didn’t know that you were Metis until later so you wouldn’t have had a clue this happened until later on.
CL 	No.  Like I said…I kinda heard bits and pieces, rumors and hushed talk you know.  They’d wait until I went away to talk about it.  But it was just somethin’ that happened.  She was a really nice person (1/2 sister).  Very talented…and ironically enough, she worked for a paper company too, James River, but they sold out.  And she still lives in Vancouver, Washington.
CZ	Must have been hard.  So, your mom…I’ve heard stories like this before where they didn’t want the people to be with the Metis person so there’s a problem with prejudice with that side of the family.
CL	The white side was extremely prejudiced; the Indian side was very prejudiced, too.  So, like I said, I was mostly isolated so I don’t have much information like most people have.  
CZ	I see what you are saying.  So…it’s interesting you are saying both sides of the family were prejudiced…
CL	Against each other.
CZ	Against each other.  
CL	That was a pariah.  All of my brothers and sisters were not to be accepted by either side.  As it turned out later on, we were accepted by both sides.  But for a long time, I felt really bad about it.  Later on, when I was growing up, it was a good thing to be isolated because I couldn’t be associated with the bad ones on the white side or the Indian side.  So, I was by myself most of the time.
CZ	Wow, that must have been really tough, too…especially with your dad dying at 13.
CL	Yeah.  Well, it was not a good experience.  Stepfathers are…usually not good people.  There are some good ones out there, but the one I had was not.  
CZ	So…prejudice on both sides of the family.  Did that…you said they finally got over it?  What do you think happened that finally made them accept…?
CL	The Indians started getting money.  Then everyone wanted to be an Indian.
CZ	HaHa!  So, how did they start getting money?
CL	Oh, there were disbursements; the Ten Cent Treaty and other treaties.  Ten Cent Treaty we ended up with $41 and change.  It was crazy.  On that note, the government, during the Obama Administration, wanted the Indians, the excuse they used, they wanted to make the reservation whole and get all of the non-white people out of there.  But ironically, the only land they bought I had any title to was coal, gas, oil, other minerals and gravel.  The stuff that wasn’t worth a damn…I still have 1 piece of land left that held some title to.  But they only bought all this other stuff that was valuable then.   They, the Obama Administration turned around and shut off the coal, and wanted to shut down the gas, and oil.  I sold it all back to ‘em on the contingency that if they ever started getting’ royalties, I ‘m cut in on the royalties.  But that’s the only way I would sell it back to them.  It wasn’t a lot of money.  But it saved a lot of paperwork for the government ‘cause we had like …oh…6 or 8 tracts of land that I held part. There were so many relatives that you didn’t really own it, but you had some, you know.  
CZ	Wow.  So, I am thinking…getting back to this prejudice thing.  When you were in school did you experience it?  I know in your family you had that issue.  Did you have it in school?
CL	When I was in junior high, there was a teacher named Mrs. Nelson and we were studying history.  And…she stood me up in front of the class and told me I should be ashamed of myself.  And I should shut up and sit down.  So, I sat down and very respectfully I raised my hand, and I asked, “What side should I be ashamed of?  The white side because they killed the Indians and the papooses and the babies and stole the land?  The white side because they stole the land?”  She sent me to principal’s office.  That was just when civil rights were starting to get going really well.  And the principal looked at me and he says, “Darn it Chuck, what did you do now?”  So, I told him exactly what happened and he says, “Are you lying to me?”  I says, “No, go in and don’t let her talk.”  I says, “Ask any one of the kids what happened.”  So, he went up and told her she couldn’t speak and about 6 or 7 of the kids stuck up for me.  She had to come down to the principal’s office, apologize to me, and never do it again.  Lost her job that day, right then, right there.  Yes, I experienced prejudice in the system.
CZ	Yeah.  I’d say.  So, how old were you when that happened?  
CL	Oh…around 13.
CZ	So this happened around the same time your dad died.
CL	Dad died…was the same year.
CZ	And you’d been in trouble before that. So, you’d…why did you run away?
CL	Mom was having trouble feeding all the kids.  Kid that I knew…he was gonna go to California, and he knew some people there we could get jobs and work.  So, I thought, that sounds good.  Mom won’t have to feed me, and I have a job, and I could work. HaHa!  So, I did…HaHa!  The best laid plans, you know, not thought out very well.  
CZ	For kids of course!
CL	I paid a price.
CZ	The price being…
CL	I was in jail for a while.  For about a week or 10 days; I can’t remember.  It’s been a while.  The other kid…he got out right away, haha, they made me sit there for…
CZ	So that’s…that’s really young to be in jail?
CL	Yeah, it was up here at the old jail. I think they’ve…right behind the courthouse. Used to be the county jail, and that’s where I was.  As I say, jail is not a fun place to be and I didn’t want to get back in there again.
CZ	So, you never…or did after that?
CL	No.  When it was later on in high school, we were having a couple of beers driving around having a good time.  Got into some mischief, and I spent 3 days there.  Friday, Saturday, Sunday and I got out Monday morning.  
CZ	That was the last time?
CL	That was the last time.  They’d have to run really hard to catch me and put me back!
CZ	Haha!!  Wow…I got to take a look at my questions and see if there is anything else.  Do you have any family recipes that you, ah, that the family passed on to your family?
CL	No, not really. I gave the recipe folder that my mom had to my brother in Port Angeles.  He’s got all that stuff.
CZ	Did I ask you how your mom and dad met?
CL	Country dance probably. That’s where most of them met was at a country dance.  
CZ	Did your dad…did he have an education?  Did he go through high school or…?
CL	I don’t think he finished high school.  The brothers and sisters and I were some of the first to finish high school.  Some of my cousins about the same time, we were the only ones.  Before that, most of them didn’t finish school.  Ah…you had to work in order to live and eat.  
CZ	It sounds like your family…pretty hard workers?
CL	For the most part.  Most of them were.  Lot of the people I worked for didn’t really like me but they couldn’t find anybody that’d work as hard as I did, so I always had good jobs.  I worked for a few people that were really decent to work for but drove you like a slave.  Well…it still goes on in the workplace today.  You will or your replacement will!?  Ha!  
CZ	Right!  So, your grandfather…what kind of work did he do?  Was he loggin’ you said?
CL	Grandpa Davis…
CZ	I was thinking about the LaFountain.
CL	No the other grandpa passed away long, long before that.  I don’t know what he did.  They were ranchers, farmers.  They worked the land mostly.
CZ	Did they have their own land or did they work for somebody else?
CL	They did it first for a while, then they’d sell off to somebody else and go do a different job.  That Roy country is tough to make a livin’ out of at that time.
CZ	Is that where they were at was at Roy?
CL	Yeah.  I think the Altenhofens ended up with most of the homestead tracts there.  
CZ	Which ones were those?
CL	The Altenhofens.  They used to have the stockyards there.   
CZ	Oh, okay.
CL	They ended up with most of the land out there…ah…
CZ	Well anyway…
CL	Anyway, Davis out there…he kept his.  He had it right up until the time he passed.  Hard worker, lived in what you would consider a homesteader shack out there for many, many years.  And he worked for the county as a blade man the last I knew…and they raised sheep and so…
CZ	So, in your job experiences, you had a lot of different things you worked at.  Did you ever have prejudice?  Or did you have prejudice in the Marines?  Did anybody treat you…?
CL	In the Marine Corp you didn’t have prejudice.  That was not allowed.  They set us down, they didn’t set us down we stood there and listened to them.  They says on the battlefield if you need blood you don’t want to, oh I don’t want a black guy’s blood, or an Indian guy’s blood, or a white guy’s blood, or a Chinese guy’s blood.  When you need blood, there is no prejudice.  You were all green and you belong to me.  There…it was some going on there, but it was stepped on pretty fast.
CZ	What about the other work places you were at?
CL	Well, like I said, there was a lot of prejudice going on.  Even…you just didn’t get stuff like everyone else did, you got the crap jobs.  But…it happens you shouldn’t feel sorry about it.  It made you who you are today.  Everything you experience in life makes you who you are today.  
CZ	And who are you today?
CL	I’m a red blooded American.  I’m a Marine…always was a Marine…always will be a Marine.  I believe in the Constitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights.  And that’s the way I’m gonna go out.  I’m gonna fight for it ‘til the day I die.  
CZ	And with that Chuck, I think we’ll conclude this interview.  Thank you so much.
CL	Thank you, you’re welcome.    
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