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Council Authorization

• MGIAC is statutorily authorized in the Montana Geospatial 
Information Act MCA 90-1-401 through 90-1-413
• Originally passed in 2005 and amended in 2023.

• Council members appointments, terms, vacancies, 
and compensation is described in 90-1-405

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0900/chapter_0010/part_0040/sections_index.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0900/chapter_0010/part_0040/section_0050/0900-0010-0040-0050.html




Council advisory role
• The Council functions in an advisory capacity, as 

defined in MCA 2-15-102
• Advisory capacity means furnishing advice, 

gathering information, making recommendations 
and performing other activities that may be 
necessary to comply with federal funding 
requirements and does not mean administering a 
program or function or setting policy.

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0150/part_0010/section_0020/0020-0150-0010-0020.html


Compensation & reimbursement
• As provided in 2-15-122, Council members who are not 

employees of the state or a political subdivision of the 
state are eligible for $100 compensation for each day in 
which the member is actually and necessarily engaged in 
the performance of board duties

• All Council members are also entitled to be reimbursed 
for travel expenses incurred while in the performance of 
board duties

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0150/part_0010/section_0220/0020-0150-0010-0220.html


Meeting norms
• Note that the Council bylaws need to be revised to reflect the new 

council makeup and related legislative changes
• The Council meets approximately four times per year.
• Meeting dates are set at the last of the year meeting.
• Council meetings are open public meetings as described in MCA 

2-3-201 thru 2-3-221.
• The Chair will follow Roberts Rules of Order when conducting 

meetings.
• Meeting materials are posted online not less than one week prior to 

the meeting. 

https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0030/part_0020/sections_index.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0030/part_0020/sections_index.html


Council Web Page

Montana Geospatial Information 
Advisory Council (mt.gov)

https://msl.mt.gov/about/commission_councils/montana_land_information_advisory_council/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/commission_councils/montana_land_information_advisory_council/


Geospatial Information Plan

• In consultation with the Council, it is the duty of the State Library to prepare 
a Geospatial Information Plan per MCA 90-1-404. 

• The plan may include, but is not limited to
• (A) the prioritized needs to collect, maintain, and disseminate geospatial information;

• (B) priorities for geospatial coordination; and

• (C) priorities for grant awards;

• The plan must be reviewed and, if appropriate, updated every 3 years.
• The current and past plans are available online: Montana Geospatial 

Information Plans (mt.gov)

https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0900/chapter_0010/part_0040/section_0040/0900-0010-0040-0040.html
https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/GIS_Community/GIS_Coordination/Land_Information_Plans
https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/GIS_Community/GIS_Coordination/Land_Information_Plans


Montana Spatial Data Infrastructure
• The Montana Spatial Data Infrastructure (MSDI), 

which complements the National Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (NSDI), consists of 15 digital geospatial 
data themes that have been identified and agreed upon 
as “necessary to meet the land information needs of the 
state of Montana and its citizens.”

• http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/msdi

http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/msdi


Fifteen Themes and stewards

https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/data/msdi/

https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/data/msdi/


MSL Staffing
• Jennie Stapp, State Librarian
• Erin Fashoway, State GIS Coordinator
• Evan Hammer, Digital Library 

Administrator
• Troy Blandford, Water Information System 

Manager
• Michael Fashoway, Land Information 

Lead
• Matt Trebesch, GIS Analyst
• Jeff Hedstrom, GIS Analyst
• Meghan Burns, GIS Analyst
• Bob Holliday, GIS Programmer/Analyst

•  Bob Cochran, 911 GIS Analyst
• Caroline Psaltis, GIS Specialist
• Pat Jackson, GIS Tech
• Kari Arifuzzaman, Real Time Network 

Coordinator
• Kenny Ketner, Library Systems 

Programmer/Analyst
• Bryce Maxell, MT Natural Heritage 

Program Coordinator

• Jim Kammerer, Government Information 
Lead

• Rebekah Kamp, Data Coordinator



MSL Staffing
• Additional MSL staff available for support in various 

areas:
• Genevieve Lighthiser, council administrative 

support
• Malissa Briggs, Central Services Administrator
• Sean Anderson, Procurement Officer
• Lee Fossom, IT Lead 
• Joe Tosoni, Database Administrator and GIS Server 

support
• Michael Lighthiser, IT Systems Administrator



MGIA Recording Fee
• Established in MCA 7-4-2637, Fees for recording documents 

(per page fee)
• 50 cents must be deposited in the county land 

information account provided for in MCA 7-6-2230;
• $1.50 must be transmitted each month to the 

department of revenue in the manner prescribed by the 
department of revenue for deposit in the Montana land 
information account created in MCA 90-1-409

• Funding supports priorities for GIS Coordination, grants, and 
the MSDI

• Budget and financial reporting is online: Workbook: 
QuarterlyFinancialReport (mt.gov)

https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0040/part_0260/section_0370/0070-0040-0260-0370.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0060/part_0220/section_0300/0070-0060-0220-0300.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0900/chapter_0010/part_0040/section_0090/0900-0010-0040-0090.html
https://dataportal.mt.gov/t/MSL/views/MSLQuarterlyFinancialReport/MontanaLandInformation?%3Aembed_code_version=3&%3Aembed=y&%3AloadOrderID=0&%3Adisplay_spinner=no&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin#1%3F%3Arender=false&1
https://dataportal.mt.gov/t/MSL/views/MSLQuarterlyFinancialReport/MontanaLandInformation?%3Aembed_code_version=3&%3Aembed=y&%3AloadOrderID=0&%3Adisplay_spinner=no&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin#1%3F%3Arender=false&1


MGIA Grant Program
• In accordance with MCA 90-1-412, MSL administers a 

Geospatial Information Grant Program
• Grant priorities are established in the Geospatial Information 

Plan
• The grant program has helped fund many successful 

geographic information projects across the state of Montana. 
Projects funded range in diversity from collecting water lines data 
for the City of Billings Heights, collecting/maintaining statewide 
address points for 9-1-1, developing a GIS education program at 
Swan Valley Elementary School, and improving the spatial 
accuracy of land records for Park County.

• Grant reporting is available online at: MGIA Awarded Grant 
Projects (mt.gov)

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0900/chapter_0010/part_0040/section_0120/0900-0010-0040-0120.html
https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/Awarded_MLIA_Grants
https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/Awarded_MLIA_Grants


MGIA Grants History Dashboard (arcgis.com)

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/07ccb73b8a4d49dbab25554e60df1558


Take a deeper dive
• Biennial legislative reports: MLIA Legislative 

Report
• MGIA Grant Program: 

https://msl.mt.gov/mgiagrants
• Data and Map Applications: Data and Map 

Applications
• Montana Geography Fast Facts: Montana 

Geography Facts
• GIS Acronyms: GIS_Acronyms.pdf 
• Get email updates: Montana State Library 

(govdelivery.com)

https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/GIS_Community/GIS_Coordination/MLIA_Legislative_Reports
https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/GIS_Community/GIS_Coordination/MLIA_Legislative_Reports
https://msl.mt.gov/mgiagrants
https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/applications/
https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/applications/
https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/geography/geography_facts/
https://msl.mt.gov/geoinfo/geography/geography_facts/
https://docs.msl.mt.gov/aboutweb/documents/GIS_Acronyms.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MTLIBRARY/subscriber/new?topic_id=MTLIBRARY_17
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MTLIBRARY/subscriber/new?topic_id=MTLIBRARY_17


Thank you!


	Montana Geospatial Information �Advisory Council Orientation
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Thank you!

