
MSL Learn Webinar Series
Ready Player One! Video Games in the Library
January 9, 2024



Today’s Hosts
Colet Bartow

MSL Continuing 
Education Coordinator
(Colet rhymes with Olay)
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Joe Lanning

Your Photo 
Here

Reference/Archives
Billings Public Library
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Today’s Agenda

Purpose

Resources

Security



Purpose

Why Video Games?



• Access to popular, expensive materials



• Access to popular, expensive materials
• Appeals to every age demographic



• Access to popular, expensive materials
• Appeals to every age demographic
• Collection circulates extremely well



• Access to popular, expensive materials
• Appeals to every age demographic
• Collection circulates extremely well
• Regardless of your library’s size



Yeah, but… 



Resources

Consoles, Funding, and Games



H T T P S : / / A R S T E C H N I C A . C O M / G A M I N G / 2 0 1 6 / 1 2 / T H R E E - Y E A R S - L A T E R - T H E - C O N S O L E -
W A R S - A R E - M O R E - C O N F U S I N G - T H A N - E V E R /



H T T P S : / / E N . W I K I P E D I A . O R G / W I K I / L I S T _ O F _ B E S T - S E L L I N G _ N I N T E N D O _ S W I T C H _ V I D E O _ G A M E S



H T T P S : / / E N . W I K I P E D I A . O R G / W I K I / L I S T _ O F _ B E S T - S E L L I N G _ N I N T E N D O _ S W I T C H _ V I D E O _ G A M E S



P E R F E C T  S T A R T E R  G A M E S ,  J O E  L A N N I N G



G A M E S  I N I T I A L L Y  P U R C H A S E D ,  B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



T O P  4 0  C I R C U L A T E D  S W I T C H  G A M E S ,  B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



Security

Minimizing Loss



G A M E S  A V A I L A B L E  F O R  C H E C K O U T ,  B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



S W I T C H  G A M E  C A S E  A N D  S D  C A R D  C A S E ,  
B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



G A M E S / H O L D S  D R A W E R ,  B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



2 N D - F L O O R  B A S K E T ,  
B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



S W I T C H  G A M E  C A S E  A N D  C A R T R I D G E
B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



C H E C K O U T S I G N ,  B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A RY



C U R R E N T L O S T S W I T C H  T I T L E S ,  B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A RY



Final Thoughts



• 2,668 circulations since May 2022



• 2,668 circulations since May 2022
• $1.93 cost/checkout



• 2,668 circulations since May 2022
• $1.93 cost/checkout
• Frequent positive feedback



S W I T C H  C O N S O L E  C A S E  A N D  C O N S O L E ,  B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



S W I T C H  C O N S O L E  C A S E  A N D  C O N S O L E ,  B I L L I N G S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



Questions
JOE LANNING

BILLINGS PUBLIC LIBRARY

(406)657-8294

LANNINGJ@BILLINGSMT.GOV
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Information and News Sources

• MSL Website
• MSL Newsletters
• MSL Help Desk
• ASPeN Events Calendar
• MSL Learn
• MSL YouTube Channel
• Email/call any MSL staff 

member

https://msl.mt.gov/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/news
https://desk.zoho.com/portal/montanastatelibrary/en/home
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library


MSL YouTube 
Channel
• Look for the MSL 

Learn Webinar 
Series Playlist

• Access new 
recordings

• Subscribe! 
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MSL Evaluation Survey
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Up Next – MSL Webinars

January 2024
• January 9 – MLN Virtual Program
• January 10 – You Locked, Now 

What?
• January 19 – Webside Chat
• January 23 – Accessing MT 

Statistics
• January 30 – TTT Universal 

Classes, Facilities Management

February 2024
• February 9 – Webside Chat
• February 13 – MSL Reference 

Services
• February 15 – MLN Virtual Program
• February 25 – TTT Searching the 

Internet Archive

Check ASPeN for details!
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Colet Bartow
Continuing Education Coordinator
Colet.Bartow@mt.gov
406-444-3365
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