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Hot Spot Request: $480,000

Montana ibraries currently circulate 938 hot spots. Libraries report that they will
be unable to maintain that number at the local level when the funding ends
December 31, 2022. However, hot spot use continues to indicate a need for
‘access n people’s homes and around the community.

« 47% of surveyed hot spot users report using the service for education or work-
related needs.

- Out of the 50 states, Montana ranks last for broadband availability. While
significant investments are being made to improve connectivi
yearsfor the impact of these investments to be realized. Hot spots help bridge
the gap o that residents can connect wiith family, work remote, apply for jobs,
use telehealth services, and learn online.

Montana Households Without Internet Access

In an ideal state, there would be funding to maintain a ratio of 1 hot spot per
1,500 people and technical support, a total of $480,000. A funded program
‘would mean affordable hot spot access for Montanans to help bridge gaps in
broadband availability.
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