
MSL Learn Webinar Series
June 13, 2023



Today’s Hosts
Colet Bartow

MSL Continuing Education Coordinator
(Colet rhymes with Olay)
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Dave Colamaria

Digital Historian and Archivist
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Today’s Agenda

Montana 
History 
Portal



MSL Learn Webinar Schedule
Join us each month!
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Second 
Tuesday

MSL Programs 
and Topics

Last Tuesday
Tiny Tech 
Training
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The Montana History Portal is a free online hub for Montana 
cultural institutions to share their collections with the public.

5
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Montana History Portal: what we do
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93 Contributors

Partnerships

200 Collections

Digitization

84,139 Items

Hosting

Social Media
Newsletters

Contests

Promotion



Benefits of the Portal

For the Public
• Central place to search
• Free, open access 
• Able to see related materials 

from other institutions
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For Institutions
• Presence on Portal
• Guidance on grants and 

digitization of collections
• Free hosting
• Backup of content at MSL 

repository
• Promotion of content
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How can the History Portal help you?
Helping Patrons
• Guide them to resources 

beyond the scope of your 
organization

• Introduce them to new 
organizations and topics

• Recollections and Tags
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Becoming a Contributor
• Increased visibility
• Offload high frequency 

reference topics
• Easily share materials you 

have contributed
• Digital preservation of 

physical collections
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Brand Books
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Yearbooks
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Digitized Books
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Prison Records
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Military Enlistments
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Oral Histories
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Documents
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Photographs
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Helping people search
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Refining your search

• Searching in the Montana History Portal 
(zohodesk.com)

• Searching for an Item in a Collection 
(zohodesk.com)

https://montanastatelibrary.zohodesk.com/portal/en/kb/articles/searching-in-the-portal
https://montanastatelibrary.zohodesk.com/portal/en/kb/articles/searching-in-the-portal
https://montanastatelibrary.zohodesk.com/portal/en/kb/articles/searching-for-an-item-in-a-collection
https://montanastatelibrary.zohodesk.com/portal/en/kb/articles/searching-for-an-item-in-a-collection
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Becoming a contributing organization

• Think about a collection that makes sense
• Have a conversation with us
• Fill out an online application
• Two main tasks you will need to complete

‒Digitization of collection
‒Compilation of metadata spreadsheet

• Once those are complete, History Portal staff will take over

• Contact us: mmp@mt.gov
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How are we reaching people with collections?
• Our Website: the site is free, open access and nearly 140,000 people visited the site in 

2022, and we have high ranking in Google Search

• Social Media: we run daily content on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to promote 
contributor content (2022 Facebook = almost 8 million people reached)

• Digital Exhibits: a multimedia web page that resides on the Montana History Portal, using 
items from many contributors to tell a cohesive narrative 

• Contests: using partner content to encourage end users to develop creative entries into a 
contest with prizes

• Adventure Lab: a geocaching tool people can use with a free mobile app to explore 
physical locations, with context provided by content from the Montana History Portal
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Digital Exhibits
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Digital Exhibits – you can build one!
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Adventure Lab

Dedication day: July 4, 1902 Google Street View 2021
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Contests
• Writing Contest
• Meme Contest

“Death Does Funny Things To Us”
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Let’s Not Forget Social 
Media!

7,919,988 people 
reached in 2022 on 
Facebook

This post reached 
370,000 people!



26

We have help guides!

• https://montanastatelibrary.zohodesk.com/portal/en/kb/montana
-history-portal

Building a Personal Collection for Researchers
Advanced Search Tips
How to Apply to Contribute Content
Guidelines on Preparing Content
Conducting Oral Histories

https://montanastatelibrary.zohodesk.com/portal/en/kb/montana-history-portal
https://montanastatelibrary.zohodesk.com/portal/en/kb/montana-history-portal


Questions?
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Information and News Sources

• MSL Website
• MSL Newsletters
• MSL Help Desk
• ASPeN Events Calendar
• MSL YouTube Channel
• Email/call any MSL staff 

member

https://msl.mt.gov/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/news
https://desk.zoho.com/portal/montanastatelibrary/en/home
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library


MSL YouTube 
Channel
• Look for the MSL 

Learn Webinar Series 
Playlist

• Access new 
recordings

•Subscribe! 
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https://youtube.com/@montanastatelibrary


MSL Evaluation Survey
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Colet Bartow
Continuing Education Coordinator
colet.bartow@mt.gov
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